é’unuua:uamammummﬁaﬁﬂa‘luﬁ'awi‘a Boslnaiuazainm

Costs and Returns of Longan Production in Chiang Mai and Lamphun Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study was to
ascertain costs and returns of longan production.
Questionnaires from the 128 small longan
farmers were collected from those who had a
longan orchard of 1-10 rai/household in Chiang
Mai and Lamphun province in 2000. All farms
were characterized into two groups with respect
to their management, namely, the intensive and
non-intensive farm management groups. Costs
and returns were calculated by using present
value (PV). The result from this study showed
that the intensive farm management group had
averages of production costs, yieid and cost per
kilogram being 10,492 bahtrailyear, 963
kg/railyear and 11 baht/kg, respectively, while for
the non-intensive farm management group, they
were 5,371 baht/railyear, 719 kg/railyear and 11
baht/kg, respectively. For all farms, these were
7,932 baht/railyear, 840 kg/railyear and 9.50
baht/kg, respectively. The longan cost per
kilogram varied from 5.5 to 20 baht/kg dependent

on their farm management. The analysis of

longan returns by grade, with grade AA, A B and
C averaging about 41 33 14 and 12 percent of
total yield, respectively revealed that farmers who
could sell longan at about 20 baht/kg for grade
AA, they could obtain net return about 1,547
baht/rai/year and could break even in the tenth
year. If farmers sold grade AA longan for about
30 baht/kg, they could break even.in the sixth
year. However, the returns fluctuated depending
on longan yield, quantity, quality and price which
farmers obtained.

The projection of the longan production
costs from year 2000 to 2003 was made by
calculating future value (FV). If longan yield
were around 800 and 1,000 kg/rai/year, the cost
per kilogram could be 13.76 and 11.01 baht/kg in
2003, respectively. However, this study has not
included farmers' management cost in each year.
This could further increase cost by about 10-20

percent.
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