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As onr domest pokitx 3l events o ndold hes weeh | wonder
what the future holds for Tha politcs. The deon y bheng an opposs
Hon party 1o the coabtion contused mamy prople nckudng acadenmecs
i my own backyard 2t Thammasat Unsveruly. where st e and ethacs
are pven 2 hagh enportance. | know that politc s & Fequenth descrbed
2 “the ant of the possible”. but 23l there ought 1o be some boundanes
somewhere As globakzation bec omes more miluential m every Bpect of
our bves, politicians and the buresucracy are very siow 10 make the
necessary admustments, and the events of List week only confirm my view
on the

Last week | travelled 10 Khon Kaen, where 1 am happy to announce, the
Research and Development Institute (RDI) and the HRI will on Decem
ber 28 host a gathering of 60 development experts in the hope of finding
some solution 10 the problems of poor Northerners. This will be the
second occasion when the HRI has shifted 1o Khon Kaen. Under the very
able leadership of Dr. Mongkol Dandhanin, the RDI has earned a lot of
respect for its work on rural development As globakisation comes 10 rural

ke Khon Kaen the talk s of “sunvival” whereas the
modern sector is already talking about excellence, re-engineenng and
improving quality. Who in our society can we count on o take care of the
disadvantaged as they face the certainty of having to overcome ever
greator difficulties just 1o survive? | will let you know if the gathenng
produces sufficient innovative ideas to raise the standard of lving in the
Northeast. | wonder if we can find some way 1o link the modern sector
with the rural sector, such as through contract farming agro-processing
and modern management practices.

1 am also very pleased to announce that in the thizd week of January, for
the first time ever, the Bangkok Post and the Human Resources Institute
of Thammasat University will join hands to organise a national semnar on
Thalland's economic and political situation and the likely impact on
human resources in 1995 It is customary for the HRI 1o organize several
seminars of this type in 2 year, but | beleve that these cooperatve
arrangements will make 1995 especally purposeful and productve. The
event will challenge the audience to thenk about the impact of shills
shortages. wage leveb, work permits. industnal dnputes, arganezatonal
change and productaaty et We will be mvating several leading figures 1o
come and share ther knowledge and experence with us 5o a3 1o enabie
2 full shanng of e we will be uung umaltaneous randaton between
Tha and Enginh so evervone o wek ome Full detad shoukd be ready
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