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So many events happened last week both on the world stage and in
Thaitand which will affect the future of human resources and people’s
fives in general With so much information flowing all the time, |
sometimes wonder how we can digest it al, let alone make use of 1t
The media’s responsibility is 10 analyse and sort the enormous
amounts of information, but the public s not getting a fair deal if they
have to rely on journalists alone. Therefore | hope that this HRIPost
project will be t- prototype for many more cooperations in the
future in which tne media and academics can combine ther re
sources 1o improve the quality of news, and thereby benefit the
public.

managers using # 10 share ideas with employees, a3 study teats for
students. and as a valuable source of insights 20 the business e of
Thadand for overseas investors. In short. the column has become 3
talking point

1 think television could abo kearn from owr exampie and nevoive
more specialists 10 provide advice and help them dvendy ther range
of products. Government departments should do the same 10 help
them become moee creative and do things which are of more benefit
10 the public. The government of lormes Prime Mewster Sant Thanaeat
s stil remembered because he knew how 1o make use of talent
outside the government

Thas “strategx alkance™ concept s one whach | use every day. Dunng
the “vison seminar” which many semior government and state
enterprise officials attended at the HRI List week, | 1old the delegates
that | saw them a3 my partners in dessgrung 2 “vmeon for human
resources excellence ” A small research organsation and think tank
lke the HRI can't do # alone. 1 saxd. but # we work together then we
can do something of real value n the service of soGety

Our pokticians should re-examine ther commitment 10 soGety. I'm
sick and tired of heanng my poltical leaders repeat ther old chches
about how well they run the country on the 7 o'dock news. 1 care
more about the 58 milkon than these few people-and care enough to
spend my time teaching and disserminating ideas in the hope and
expectation that the power of knowledge will eventually prevaid As |
have saud before, our political leaders must have “viston™ i they hope
10 be around for very long.

Last week | was a bit wornied 10 hear that the U S, Senate had not yet
ratified the GATT accords. US. Trade Representative Mackey Kantor
said they were 5 votes short in the Senate which has tremendous
imphcations 1o Thailand and the rest of the world. Indeed, politics and
economics do not always move in the same direction. The confusion |
felt at heaning this news sprang from the fact that | had thought that
free trade would benefit exporters, manufacturers and the maddie
class at the expense of ordinary workers. so why hould Republicans
block it? Perhaps it was just a tactic to embarrass President Chnton

Meanwhile, also on the subject of philosophy and prinaples, here in
Thailand we confronted the rather explosive 1ssue of the land reform
policy of the Chuan government. The press discovered that many rich
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Even though it may all be legal the point is that the
deﬂnoummnumm-dlahrmhhmpmx S0
how can they defend their principles in this case?

Of course, land reform is important 10 human resource development
in rural areas, but as | said last week land s only one factor in
production. Production in the agricultural sector is not as important as
generating steady income, so that the 60% of our population who rely
on agriculture for ther ivelhoods can carn a decent standard of
Iving and have enough money 10 take care of their children
Unfortunately, land is not the whole solution but i is still better than
nothng.

Al the “vison” conference st week, | speafically dentified three
manstries which need 1 acquire vison for the future-the menestnes of
Agricuiture, Education and Finance-and then design poboes and
sratepes which can acihweve these goals As 2 result, some of the
minntnies expressed 2 wilingness 1o form 2 “veon workshop” but
they sho doubted whether ther bosses were Capable of demonstrat
g enough leadershg 1o oy the veor trough As we huve sad
before, vnion cannot be attaned without strong leadershg

Weld | hopwe ol the readens of B cokamy 3 bebeve = the long term
pronpechs for Tholland and that the burracracy will respond 10 the
swedh of B progle | beleve hat “mevitabih” 2 5 oo 3 matter of
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H Readers of our column have put # 10 use in a vasiety of ways, with
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