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Towards the
21st Century

Asia was cenainly the center of world attention as 18
leaders gathered in Indonesia for the Asia Pacific Economic Coopera
tion (APEC) meeting. In mv opinion this organisation has moved so
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they can make necessary aduustments 1 heard that there is already
some behind-the-scenes bureaucratc in-fighting between the mine
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So far Foreign Affarrs appears 10 be winning, along with Deputy Prime
Minister Supachai Panichpakd
| remember a professor in England who used 1o sy that the most

formuls for success in terms of regional co-operation i 1o
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tries and between the equivalent menitries n each country. Havng
ysell worked in ASEAN affains for 10 yean | have observed first
hand the enormous complexities of managing such an organsation |
do not bebeve we should proceed any further with the untd the
government and prvate sector have organtzed proper training for the
par in nego and imp The sues are smphy
100 compicated 1o grasp without proper training For one thang
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some months ago at 3 seminar that at least ASEAN should have 2
research and pokcy think tank looking at reponal co-operation and
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Now that we have signed another APEC agreement, we must look at
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most out of the deal

The seminar which | told you about last week deaiing with the
implications of globakzation on rural people went well. The Faculty of

Chiangma Uni dty, HRI and the institute of Policy
Studies for Development pooled their resources for the occasion
Dne of the main themes of the session was the fear among Northern
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Myanmar will undercut their own produce. For instance the price of
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further study over the next six months

1. The first study will look at the role of agro-industries and captract
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Many still don't know much about contract farming and the
Ministry of Agriculture doesn’t have enough manpower to offer
advice and assistance in this field
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ding about what R actually entails. We identified five
specific management areas of particular relevance

As usual successiul implementation is the key nsue and agan
everything boils down to upgrading the human resources mvohed
starting with the Ministerial officials. | have never seen officen from
the Ministry of Agnculture attending MBA or nune MBA counes 2t
That universities. The Ministry of Agnaulture does not appea 10 have
2 vision for the future and lacks the will 1o change Howewer nea? year
we will at least make 2 begnnng a3 HEN begms the Sl hamwng
project for officials in the North

3 Finaly. we will look specifically 2t the role of human seounces
development in the raal sector The sdea 5 not st o do mwoee
Imhbm&xm-mm.—-n-ﬂ-f»
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