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A Study of Monks and locality development:
A Case Study of Theppuranaram Temple Thaphra District
Muang District Khon Kaen Province
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Abstract

The research had 3 main purposes which were 1) to study monks’ roles in locality development.
The research was a case study of Theppuranaram Themple Thaphra District Muang District Khon Kaen
Province. 2) The research was also aimed to study affecting factors towards the monks’ roles in locality
development and 3) to study problems and obstacles of the monks and ways to promote the monks’
roles in locality development. The qualitative research methodology was employed by interviewing the
sample groups for collecting data. The sample groups of 12 people consisted of 1) 5 monk leaders, 2) 6
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local leaders, and 3) 1 director of Khon Kaen Office of Buddhism. There were 2 groups of 13 people
participating in a focus group discussion. The research findings revealed as follows:

In general, the following monastic roles have been applied by Thai monks in local
development. Those 6 roles include, 1) the roles in administration-an abbot, usually a senior monk is
responsible for an overall administrstion of the monastry, 2) roles in monastic education-academic
studies as well as monastic archives are provided in the monastry, 3) the roles in the dissemination of
Buddhist teachings that go in line with The Sangha Supreme Council of both central and local
administration, 4) the roles in the construction of monastries and maintaining sufficient numbers of the
buildings and facilities to meet the demands of both the monks and the lay people, 5) the roles in
promoting and cultivating morals and ethics for the young in academic institutions, and 6) the roles in
developing necessary public welfares in the community. If the monks are not developers themselves,
they still develop their local areas as their responsibilities. Some are supporters and some are executors.
If the monks are real developers themselves, they always initiate a project promoting their community in
term of incomes, moral, and education. The monks in Theppuranaram Temple have their own job
responsibilities as they are assigned by the monk hierarchy. The outstanding role is the moral education
by using several propagation strategies. The interesting strategy is to use local literature in teaching moral.
This is why it is the new stimulating way affecting the Buddhists’ attitudes. Those roles are influenced by
the Buddha’s speech, the Buddha’ teaching, and the temple itself which has supported the Buddhists in
term of relationship system. The monk laws determining power and duty also have the control over
inferiors and all people effectively. The role benefiting the community is gain from individual monks who
always sacrifice. The monk gain impulsion for locality development from the community’s problems. The
local institutes something give a response to the monk’s action. However, the main problem of locality
development operation is the paired relationship including the monk relationship each level and the
relationship with people at each position. The monk readers are effective to administrate and evaluate
jobs and the also deeply luck Dharma Principles and modern science to work with various forms of
locality development.

Keywords: monks, locality development, problems and obstacles, ways to support monk
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