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Independent Study Title :  USING APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY TO DEVELOP
STUDENTS’ HPPINESS
A CASE STUDY OF KHON KAEN UNIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE

Author’s Name ¢ Miss Lakkhana Butudom

Independent Study Advisor:

.......................................................... Advisor

(Dr. Pinyo Rattanaphan)

ABSTRACT

The studying of Appreciative Inquiry is developed the happiness of students. A case
study, Khon Kaen University International College, aims to; 1.) Study and find out the positive
experience of KKUIC students, lecturers, support staff and students’ parents. 2.) Develop a
happiness increasing process to increase the students’ happiness which will decrease the dropout
students. The process of the study is a Qualitative Research, which included 30 students, 2
lecturers, 2 support staff and 2 students’ parents were interviewed.

The result of the study has found 7 projects of developing processes as following. 1.)
Student Mentor Project 2.) KKUIC Buddy 3.) English on screen 4.) KKUIC Cultural Trip
5.)Enhance the Happiness Project 6.) English Speaking Zone and 7.) KKUIC Renovating Project
After implementing English Speaking Zone and KKUIC Renovating project, it has been found

that students are happier and more confidence to communicate in English
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Question: Could you tell me, how do you pride to be KKUIC student?
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Answer: I’m originating from Germany and with experience in military service and
private business sector. I'm currently studying in my last year of the International College
majoring International Marketing. Coming to Khon Kaen University, International College was
probably the best decision I have ever made in my life. KKUIC gave me the opportunity of
learning in a multicultural environment and still exposing me to the local society and culture of
northeast Thailand. I'm proud to be a student of the international college because we study
challenging subjects in a foreign language. This enables us great opportunities with skills in
English additional to the skills we learn in Business/International Affairs. Furthermore, we learn
how to interact with different cultures on a daily basis. We have students from China, Europe,
America, Vietnam and many other countries, all together as KKUIC students rather than “Asians”
“Western” and “Africans”. We learn each other’s culture, basics of communication and make
friendships. Where else in North-East Thailand can you meet so many people with a different
background than in KKUIC? The most proud I am probably about our lecturers. They function
not only as teacher but also as friend, mentor and advisor. They always supported me in every
aspect and therefore, are responsible for a huge positive impact on my life. Another aspect is the
diversity of teaching which we experience, because most of the lecturers come from all over the
world with different teaching styles. I believe that Khon Kaen International College is the most
international institution in Khon Kaen and contributes to a greater diversity in Thailand. I’'m
proud to be part of this institution and enjoying every day. I made friends from all over the world
and implemented relationships which will hold a lifelong.
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Question: Could you tell me, how do you pride to be KKUIC student?

Answer: Being a student of Khon Kaen University International College has
given me a lot of new experiences and offered me a great deal of opportunities. First
of all, as a foreign student, I am so excited to experience Thai unique culture. Though
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| had been here before, there are still many customs or traditions that | have never
known. It is always a surprise for me to learn new things about Thai culture every
day. Moreover, Thai food is wonderful, especially E-saan food, which is my favorite.
Some of Thai dishes, such as fried insects and ant eggs, are a little bit weird, but they
really worth a try. | also like Thai festivals. For example, Thai Songkran festival is

very interesting to me as my home country does not celebrate such a festival.

Studying in International College is a great opportunity for me to improve my
skills in English. Due to globalization, a common language like English is now
becoming more and more important. Also, getting to know lecturers and friends from
other countries has given me wonderful experiences. By talking to them, I’ve
gradually learnt about their cultures or their beliefs. It is so good to learn the diversity
of cultures all over the world and to get to know different people from many different
places. Thanks to that, | found myself to be more open-minded. I’ve learnt that though

we are not the same, we are all different in a good way.

To conclude, staying here in Khon Kaen is a very good experience I’ve had. Studying
abroad helps broaden my horizon and provide me with knowledge which is so helpful
for me. Besides, it has given me a chance to meet many wonderful people from all

over the world and learn cultural diversity from them.
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