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ABSTRACT

The aims of the research were: 1) to develop a music instruction model for autistic children, and 2) to
study the behavioral problems and the ways to solve problems in teaching music to autistic children by using
qualitative research methods. The research methodology is composed of 10 students in the third-fifth grade of
the Educational Research Center for Children with Special Needs at Kasetsart University Laboratory School.
Participant observation, lesson plans, and teaching materials were used to collect data. The research findings
are as follows:

1. The development of music instruction model and teaching materials: A researcher focused on
the music development of children based on Orff approach applied in musical activities, that is, singing and
playing musical instruments, especially, Orff xylophone. Arranging simple and complicated notes to fit each
autistic child, performing music with non - autistic children, using special notes written with Thai alphabet,
universal alphabet, universal note value and different note color to identify musical genres clearly were used to
allow children to read notes. Backing track was provided for autistic children to understand an overview of all
songs. There were 11 rearranged songs. The easy - to - remember songs were chosen by a researcher.

2. The behavior problems and ways to solve problems in teaching music to autistic children: The
problems found in classrooms, that is, the autistic children have trouble paying attention to instruction, are
absent-minded, chat loudly, tease each other, want to touch and take stuff without permission, and etc.
Preparing the classroom, lesson plans, instructional media, teaching materials, and learning agreements were
used to solve problems mentioned above.

Keywords: music instruction, autistic children, Carl Orff.
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