
 

Partial List of Top Universities Ranked in the QS World University Rankings by Subject 2016* 
World Top 3 Asia Top 3 ASEAN Top Universities 

Accounting & Finance – 

Harvard University, 2, 

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT), 3 Stanford 

University 

14 National University of 

Singapore (NUS), 19 The Hong 

Kong University of Science and 

Technology (HKUST), 21 

Nanyang Technological 

University (NTU), Singapore 

14 NUS, 21, NTU, Singapore, 

51-100 Singapore Management 

University (SMU), 101-150 

Chulalongkorn University (CU), 

Universiti Malaya (UM), 

Universiti Putra Malaysia 

(UPM), 151-200 Universiti 

Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), 

Universiti Teknologi MARA 

(UiTM), Universiti Utra 

Malaysia (UUM) 

Agriculture & Forestry – 1 

Wageningen University, 2 

University of California, Davis 

(UC Davis), 3 Cornell 

University 

22 China Agricultural 

University, 33 Kyoto University, 

47 Kasetsart University (KU) 

47 KU, 51-100 UPM, Chiang 

Mai University (CMU), 151-200 

Prince of Songkla University 

(PSU), Universiti Malaysia 

Sabah (UMS), University of the 

Philippines (UP) 

Anthropology - 1 Harvard 

University,  2 University of 

Oxford, 3 University of 

Cambridge 

22 NUS, 27 The University of 

Tokyo, 48 Kyoto University 

22 NUS 

Archaeology - 1 University of 

Cambridge, 2 University of 

Oxford, 3 University College 

London (UCL) 

29 The University of Tokyo, 32 

Peking University, 51-100 Tel 

Aviv University 

- 

Architecture/Built 

Environment – 1 MIT, 2 UCL 

3, University of California, 

Berkeley (UCB) 

8 Tsinghua University, 9 NUS, 

11 The University of Hong 

Kong (UHK) 

9 NUS 

Art & Design – 1 Royal 21 The Hong Kong Polytechnic 27 NUS, 48 NTU, Singapore 



College of Art, 2 MIT, 3 Rhode 

Island School of Design 

University (HKPTU), 23 

Tsinghua University, 27 NUS 

Biological Sciences -  1 

Harvard University,  2 

University of Cambridge, 3 MIT 

12 NUS, 15 The University of 

Tokyo, 22 Osaka University 

12 NUS, 51-100 NTU, 

Singapore, 151-200 Universiti 

Sains Malaysia (USM), CU, 

201-250 Mahidol University 

(MU), UM, 251-300 UPM, 301-

400 UKM 

Business & Management 

Studies - 1 Harvard University,  

2 London Business School,  3 

INSEAD 

12 NUS, 18 HKUST, 26 UHK 12 NUS, 51-100 SMU, 101-150 

UM, USM, 151-200 CU, 

Thammasat University (TU), 

UKM, UPM 

Chemistry – 1 MIT, 2 UCB, 3 

University of Cambridge 

7 NUS, 8 The University of 

Tokyo, 14 Kyoto University 

7 NUS, 15 NTU, Singapore, 

101-150 CU, 151-200 UM, 

USM 

Communication & Media 

Studies – 1 University of 

Southern California, 2 UCB,  3 

London School of Economics 

and Political Science (LSE) 

12 NUS, 15 NTU, Singapore, 

26 The Chinese University of 

Hong Kong (CUHK) 

12 NUS, 101-150 UM, 151-200 

UKM, USM 

Computer Science & 

Information Systems – 1 MIT, 

2 Stanford University, 3 

University of Oxford 

9 NUS, 14 NTU, Singapore, 14 

HKUST 

9 NUS, 14 NTU, Singapore, 
151-200 SMU, UPM, UTM, 201-
250 CU, UKM, 301-350 
Multimedia University (MMU), 
351-400 Asian Institute of 
Technology (AIT), UiTM, 401-500 
Bandung Institute of Technology 
(ITB), International Islamic 
University Malaysia (IIUM), KU, 
King Mongkut’s University of 
Technology Thonburi (KMUTT), 
MU, TU, Universitas Indonesia 
(UI) 

Dentistry – 1 UHK, 2 

University of Michigan, 3 

Karolinska Institunet 

1 UHK, 6 Tokyo Medical and 

Dental University, 16 Peking 

University 

- 

Development Studies – 1 18 University of Delhi, 20 The 30 UM, 51-100 USM 



Harvard University,  2 

University of Sussex,  3 LSE 

University of Tokyo, 23 UHK 

Earth & Marine Sciences – 1 

ETH Zurich - Swiss Federal 

Institute of Science, 2 Harvard 

University, 3 UCB 

18 The University of Tokyo, 25 

UHK, 43 National Taiwan 

University 

101-150 NTU, Singapore 

Economics & Econometrics – 

1 MIT, 2 Harvard University, 3 

Stanford University 

18 NUS, 25 HKUST, 31 The 

University of Tokyo 

18 NUS, 51-100 NTU, 

Singapore, SMU, 151-200 UM, 

UPM, USM, 201-300 CU, UKM 

Education – 1 UCL,  2 

Harvard University,  3 Stanford 

University 

6 UHK, 12 The Hong Kong 

Institute of Education, 14, NTU, 

Singapore 

14 NTU, Singapore, 51-100 

UKM, UM, USM, 101-150 

UPM, 201-300 IIUM, Universiti 

Teknologi Malaysia (UTM), 

UiTM 

Engineering – Chemical – 1 

MIT,  2 Stanford University,  3 

UCB 

5 NUS, 9 Kyoto University, 11 

The University of Tokyo 

5 NUS, 18 NTU, Singapore, 46 

USM, 51-100 CU, UKM, UM, 

UTM, 101-150 UPM, Universiti 

Teknologi (Petronas),  

Engineering – Civil & 

Structural – 1 MIT,  2 

University of Cambridge,  3 

NUS 

3 NUS, 8 Tsinghua University, 

9 UHK 

3 NUS, 18 NTU, Singapore, 

101-150 UM, USM, UTM, 151-

200 AIT, CU, UKM, UPM 

Engineering – Electrical & 

Electronic – 1 MIT, 2 Stanford 

University,  3 UCB 

6 NUS, 8 NTU, Singapore, 15 

Tsinghua Universitry 

6 NUS, 8 NTU, Singapore, 37 

UM, 51-100 UTM, 101-150 

UKM, UPM, 151-200 CU, 

MMU, 251-300 ITB, King 

Mongkut’s Institute of 
Technology Lad Krabang 

(KMITL) 

Engineering – Mechanical, 

Aeronautical & Manufacturing 

-1 MIT, 2 Stanford University, 3 

University of Cambridge 

8 NUS, 12 The University of 

Tokyo, 13 NTU, Singapore 

8 NUS, 13 NTU, Singapore, 

51-100 UM, USM, 101-150 

UKM, UPM, 151-200 CU, 

Universiti Teknologi (Petronas), 



201-300 ITB, IIUM, UiTM,  

Engineering – Mineral & 

Mining - 1 Colorado School of 

Mines, 2 MIT, 3 Stanford 

University 

9 UHK, 10 The University of 

Tokyo, 15 Kyoto University 

25 NUS, 39 NTU, Singapore 

English Language & 

Literature – 1 University of 

Oxford, 2 University of 

Cambridge, 3 Harvard 

University 

11 NUS, 24 UHK, 29 The 

University of Tokyo 

11 NUS, 48, NTU, Singapore, 

51-100 UM, 101-150 UKB, UP, 

151-200 Ateno de Manila 

University, De La Salle 

University, UPM, USM,  

Environmental Sciences - 1 

UCB, 2 Stanford University, 3 

MIT 

10 NUS, 20 Tsinghua 

University, 27 NTU, Singapore 

10 NUS, 27 NTU, Singapore, 

51-100 USM, 101-150 UM, 

151-200 CU, UPM, UTM, 201-

250 AIT, 251-300 KU, UKM 

Geography & Area Studies – 

1 University of Oxford , 2 

University of Cambridge, 3 

Durham University 

9 NUS, 13 UHK, 34 The 

University of Tokyo 

9 NUS, 151-200 CU, UM,  

History - 1 University of 

Cambridge, 2 University of 

Oxford, 3 Harvard University 

25 The University of Tokyo, 28 

NUS, 29 Kyoto University 

151-200 NTU, Singapore 

Law - 1 Harvard University, 2 

University of Oxford, 3 

University of Cambridge 

16 NUS, 18 UHK, 21 Peking 

University 

16 NUS, 101-150 NTU, 

Singapore, SMU, 151-200 UM 

Linguistics - 1 MIT, 2 Harvard 

University, 3 University of 

Cambridge 

10 Peking University, UHK, 16 

The University of Tokyo, 18 

NUS 

18 NUS, 24 NTU, Singapore, 

51-100 UM, 101-150 UKM, 

USM, 151-200 CU, MU, UPM 

Materials Science – 1 MIT, 2 

Stanford University, 3 Imperial 

College London 

6 NTU, Singapore, 8 NUS, 10 

Tsinghua University 

6 NTU, Singapore, 8 NUS, 

101-150 USM, 151-200 CU, 

UKM, UM, UPM, UTM 

Mathematics - 1 University of 

Cambridge, 2 Harvard 

University, 3 MIT 

11 NUS, 19 The University of 

Tokyo, 27 CUHK 

11 NUS, 39 NTU, Singapore, 

151-200 USM, 201-250 UKM, 

UTM, 251-300 UM, UPM, 301-



400 CU 

Medicine - 1 Harvard 

University, 2 University of 

Oxford, 3 University of 

Cambridge 

22 NUS, 23 The University of 

Tokyo, 30 UHK 

22 NUS, 101-150 MU, 151-200 

CU, UM, 201-250 USM, 251-

300 CMU, UKM, 301-400 Khon 

Kaen University (KKU), PSU, 

UPM, UI, UP 

Modern Languages – 1 

University of Oxford, 2 

University of Cambridge, 3 

Harvard University 

7 The University of Tokyo, 8 

Peking University, 13 NUS 

13 NUS, 51-100 NTU, 

Singapore, 101-150 CU, UM, 

151-200 UP, 201-250 CMU, 

MU, TU, 251-300 UKM 

Nursing - 1 University of 

Pennsylvania, 2 Johns Hopkins 

University 3 University of 

Toronto 

18 NUS, 22 CUHK, 42 HKPTU 18 NUS 

Performing Arts - 1 The 

Juilliard School, 2 University of 

Music and Performing Arts 

Vienna 3 Royal College of 

Music 

43 Indonesia Institute of the 

Arts Surakarta, 46 Korean 

National University of Arts, 51-

100 Indonesia Institute of the 

Arts Yogyakarta 

43 Indonesia Institute of the 

Arts Surakarta, 51-100 

Indonesia Institute of the Arts 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia Institute 

of the Arts Denpasar 

Pharmacy & Pharmacology – 

1 Harvard University, 2 

University of Cambridge, 3 

University Oxford 

9 NUS, 16 The University of 

Tokyo, 21 Seoul National 

University 

9 NUS, 51-100 USM, , 101-150 

MU, UM, 151-200 CU, UKM, 

UPM,  

Philosophy – 1 University of 

Pittsburgh, 2 New York 

University (NYU), Rutgers 

University – New Brunswick 

35 Peking University, 49 Seoul 

National University, 51-100 

Fudan University 

51-100 NUS 

Physics & Astronomy - 1 

MIT, 2 Harvard University, 3 

Stanford University 

8 The University of Tokyo, 18 

NUS, 19 Kyoto University 

18 NUS, 42 NTU, Singapore, 

301-400 UM, UTM 

Politics & International 

Studies – 1 Harvard 

13 NUS, 19 The University of 

Tokyo, 23 UHK 

13 NUS, 51-100 NTU, 

Singapore 



University, 2 University of 

Oxford, 3 LSE 

Psychology - 1 Harvard 

University, 2 University of 

Oxford, 3 University of 

Cambridge 

27 NUS, 41, UHK, 51-100 

NTU, Singapore 

27 NUS, 51-100 NTU, 

Singapore 

Social Policy & 

Administration - 1 Harvard 

University, 2 LSE, 3 University 

of Oxford 

7 NUS, 10 UHK, 16 The 

University of Tokyo 

7 NUS, 51-100 NTU, 

Singapore, UKM 

Sociology – 1 Harvard 

University, 2 UCB, University of 

Oxford 

15 NUS, 23 The University of 

Tokyo, 28 UHK 

15 NUS, 101-150 NTU, 

Singapore 

Statistics & Operational 

Research – 1 Harvard 

University, 2 UCB, 3 University 

of Oxford 

8 NUS, 19 The University of 

Tokyo, 23 UHK 

8 NUS, 36 NTU, Singapore, 

151-200 SMU, UM, USM 

Veterinary Science - 1 UC 

Davis, 2 Cornell University, 3 

Royal Veterinary College, 

University of London 

- - 

*Derived from www.topuniversities.com as of 28 March 2016 by Mongkon Rayanakorn, Ph.D., 
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