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 [�°��¸É 1]  

�»��¦́Ê��¸É¡�́�Îµ¦ª�Ã� �¦.��́¬·� �·�ª�́¦ (�»���́¬·�²) ¡¼� ®¦º°Ä®o­́¤£µ¬�r �³­µ¤µ¦�
Á¦̧¥�¦o°��ªµ¤­�Ä��µ�­µ�µ¦���Å�¥Á­¤° Á¡¦µ³�»�Á¦ºÉ°��¸É�»���́¬·�¡¼�®¦º°ª·�µ¦�r�³¤¸
�¨�¦³���n°­́��¤Å�¥ Å¤n�µ��¦��È�µ�°o°¤ Å¤n�o°¥�È¤µ� Â¨³®¨µ¥Á¦ºÉ°��¸É�»���́¬·�¡¼��È�³
¤¸�¨�¦³���n°�»���́¬·�Á°�¤µ�¥·É��ªnµ�o°¥ 

 

®�́�­º°�µ��µ¦­���µÁ n̈¤�̧Ê�ÈÁ�È �°�̧�¦́Ê�®�¹É��¸É¥º�¥�́�ªµ¤�¦·� 

�µ��ªµ¤Á®È�Ä�¥n°®�oµ�oµ��� 

“Conversation with Thaksin” Á�̧¥�Ã�¥ Tom Plate (�°¤ Á¡¨�) �µ��µ¦­���µ��́�»���́¬·� 

�̧É��¦ Dubai, United Emirates - UAE (�¼Å�, ­®¦́�°µ®¦́�Á°¤·Á¦�­r ®¦º° ¥¼.Á°.°̧) Á�È ��µ¦
­���µÄ�Á�º°���́ªµ�¤ �̧ 2010 Â¥�Á�È��µ¦�»¥��́�̧É�oµ�¡�́�µ�Á¤º°�Ä�Á�� Emirates Hills 

�°��»���́¬·�­̧É�¦́Ê � �¦́Ê �¨³­°��´ÉªÃ¤� Â¨³�̧É¦oµ�°µ®µ¦��°µ�µ¦­¼� Burj Khalifa °̧�®�¹É ��¦́Ê � 

�n°¤µ°̧��¦¹É ��̧ Ä��¨µ��̧ 2011 ¤̧�µ¦­���µ¦°��̧É®�¦³®ªnµ�¦́��¦³�µ�°µ®µ¦�ÎÉµ¦nª¤��́Á�È�
�µ¦Á¡·É¤Á�·¤�¦́�Â�o�o°¤¼¨ �¨°��nª�Áª¨µ�´Ê�®¤��̧Ê  Tom Plate ¥�́Å�o�·��n°�»���́¬·�²�nµ� E-

mail Á�È �¦³¥³Ç, Ã�¦«¡́�r�»¥��́�¦́Ê �­°��¦́Ê � [“a phone call or two” (p.3)], �»¥�nµ�
�°¤¡·ªÁ�°¦r¦³�� Skype ¦³®ªnµ� Tom Plate �̧É Los Angeles ��́ �»���́¬·�² �̧É Dubai  

 

�́�®µÂ¦� �̧É¤�́Ä�oÁ�È ��o°°oµ�Ä®o¡o��ªµ¤¦́��·��°�Å�oÁ­¤°®µ��»���́¬·�¡¼�°³Å¦�·�Å���
°µ��n°Ä®oÁ�·��ªµ¤Á­̧¥®µ¥ Å¤nªnµ�³Á�È��ªµ¤Á­̧¥®µ¥�n°�¼ o°ºÉ�®¦º°�n°�»���́¬·�Á°� ®¦º°°µ��³
Á�È��ªµ¤Á­̧¥®µ¥�n°�ªµ¤�¦·��̧É¤̧°¥¼nÂ�nÁ�·¤ �È�º°�́�®µÁ¦ºÉ°��̧Éªnµ£µ¬µ°�́�§¬�°��»���́¬·��´Ê�
Å¤n�̧ �»���́¬·�Ä�o£µ¬µ°�́�§¬Â���·�Ç�¼�Ç Å¤nÁ�È �£µ¬µ°�́�§¬�̧É¢́�¦¼ oÁ¦ºÉ°��¦��oª� Á�È �
£µ¬µ°�́�§¬Â�����̧ÉÅ¤n¤̧�ªµ¤¦¼ oÂ¨³Å¤n¤̧��́¬³�µ�£µ¬µ¤µ�¡°�̧É�³­ºÉ°­µ¦Ä®oÁ�oµ�°�£µ¬µ¦¼ o
Á¦ºÉ°�­¤�¼¦�r��́Â�o�Å�o Tom Plate Ä��µ�³�¼ o­¤́£µ¬�rÂ¨³�Îµ��­¤́£µ¬�r¤µ�°��ªµ¤Á¡ºÉ°
Á�̧¥�Á�È�®��́­º°�¹��o°�°�·�µ¥Á�È��µ¦°°��ª́Â�nÂ¦�Ä��Îµ�ÎµÄ�®�oµ (3-4) ªnµ: 
(3-4) 
“… in his enunciation of English, the former prime minister of Thailand understandably 

employs Thai-like grammatical constructions and staccato pronunciations that are not difficult 
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to understand in person - but when transcribed exactly as spoken make it next to impossible to 

easily read. And so for the sake of clarity of meaning and ease of understanding, I have 

transcribed the conversations from a kind of Thai-literal English to a smoother normal-

appearing universal English. To have not done would not only have made the conversations 

difficult for the reader to follow but would have served to mislead the reader about the clarity 

and structure of the former prime minister’s thoughts...” 

“… Ä��µ¦¡¼�£µ¬µ°�́�§¬ °�̧��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧�°�Å�¥Ä�o£µ¬µÁ®¤º°���́Á�È�Ã�¦�­¦oµ�
Åª¥µ�¦�r£µ¬µÅ�¥Â¨³�µ¦°°�Á­̧¥��È�¦³�n°��¦³Â�n��³�»��³��́ Â�n�ÈÅ¤n¥µ���́�̧É�³�Îµ
�ªµ¤Á�oµÄ��oµ®µ�Á�È�Á¡̧¥���́�»¥��́�n°®�oµ - Â�n¡°�Îµ¤µ�°��ªµ¤Á�È��¦³Ã¥�¡·¤¡rÄ®o�¦�
�µ¤�Îµ¡¼�Â���Îµ�n°�Îµ�È�ÎµÄ®oÁ�º°�Á�È�Å�Å¤nÅ�oÁ¨¥�̧É�³°nµ�¦¼ oÁ¦ºÉ°�Å�o�nµ¥Ç ��́�´Ê� Á¡ºÉ°Ä®oÅ�o
�ªµ¤®¤µ¥�̧É��́Á��Â¨³Á¡ºÉ°Ä®o°nµ�¦¼ oÁ¦ºÉ°��¤�¹�Å�o�Îµ��­���µ�̧ÉÁ�È �Á­̧¥�¡¼��»¥Á�È�
£µ¬µ°�́�§¬Â��Å�¥Ç¤µ�¦́�Â�n�Ä®¤nÄ®o¦µ�¦ºÉ�Á�È�£µ¬µ°�́�§¬Â���¦��·�̧ÉÄ�o��́Á�È�­µ�¨ 

®µ�Å¤n�¦́�Â�n�Ä®¤n�µ¤�̧ÉªnµÂ¨oª �°��µ��³�ÎµÄ®oÁ�È ��µ¦¥µ�¥·É��̧É�¼ o°nµ��³Á�oµÄ�ªnµ�»¥Á¦ºÉ°�
°³Å¦��́Â¨oª �È�³¥�́�ÎµÄ®o�¼ o°nµ�Á�·��ªµ¤Á�oµÄ��·�Ä�Á¦ºÉ°�Ã�¦�­¦oµ��ªµ¤�·��´Ê�®¨µ¥�°�°�̧�
�µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧�¼ o�̧Ê °̧��oª¥…” 

 

�́�®µ�̧É­°� �º°�́�®µÁ¦ºÉ°��µ¦¡¼�¡µ�¡·��¹�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�°�Å�¥ °�́Á�È�Á¦ºÉ°��̧É�»�
��́¬·�Å¤nÁ�¥®¥»�®¦º°®¨�®¨̧��̧É�³¡¼�®¦º°�°��Îµ�µ¤ Â¨³�»��¦́Ê ��̧É�¼��µ¤�»���́¬·��È�³
�°��µ¤�̧ÉÄ��·�Â¨oª�È�³Á�·��́�®µ�µ¤¤µ�̧®¨�́ªnµ¡¼��ÎµÅ¤? ¤̧°³Å¦Ä�Ä� ¹̈��¹Ê �¤µ��ªnµ�̧É¡¼�
®¦º°°¥nµ�Å¦? Á�È ��µ¦­ª��µ���́�µ¦Â­���ªµ¤��¦́�£�́�̧? ®¦º°ªnµÁ�È ��µ¦¡¼�Ä��¦·��Â®n�
Á­¦̧£µ¡Ä�­´��¤�¦³�µ�·�Å�¥? ®¦º°ªnµÁ�È �Á¡̧¥�Á¡¦µ³¡¼�Á�È�£µ¬µ°�́�§¬Â¨oª�ÎµÄ®oÁ�oµÄ�
®¦º°Â�¨�ªµ¤®¤µ¥�·�¡¨µ���́Å�Á°� Ã�¥�»���́¬·�Å¤nÅ�o�´Ê�Ä��³Ä®oÁ�oµÄ�Å�ªoÁ�ªÁ�n��´Ê�? 

�n°��̧É�³°nµ�Â¨oªÁ�oµÄ��·���́Å��¨°� 250 ®�oµ�°�®��́­º°�̧Ê  Â¨³Á¡ºÉ°�o °���́�́�®µ�µ¦
“®¤·É�¡¦³�¦¤Á��µ�»£µ¡” �»���́¬·�¤·Å�oÁ º̈°��̧É�³®¨��Îµ�µ¤®¦º°Å¤n�°��Îµ�µ¤Á¦ºÉ°�
¡¦³�µ�­¤Á�È�¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Â¨³­¤Á�È�¡¦³�µ�Á�oµ¡¦³�¦¤¦µ�·�̧�µ�Â¨³­�µ��́
¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥rÃ�¥¦ª¤ Â�n�¨�́¥·��̧�̧É�³¡¼�¡µ�¡·��¹��´Ê�­°�¡¦³°��rÂ¨³­�µ��́
¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�µ¤�̧É°¥µ�¡¼�Ã�¥Å¤n¦́Ê �¦°®¦º°®¥»��·�Ä®o�n°�Â�o Â¨oª Tom Plate Ä��µ�³
�¼ oÁ�̧¥��ÈÁ°µ�´Ê�®¤�¤µ¡·�µ¦�µ �¦́�Â�o ��́Â�n� Â¨³��́�°� Ä®oÁ® º̈°Á�nµ�̧É�¦µ��Ä�®��́­º° ¨�
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¡·¤¡rÁ�¡µ³Á�ºÊ°®µ�̧É Tom Plate �·�ªnµ�³�¨°�£¥́�µ�Á�ºÊ°¤¤º°�°���®¤µ¥°µ�µÅ�¥ªnµ�oª¥�µ¦
®¤·É�¡¦³�¦¤Á��µ�»£µ¡ Â¨oª�¹�¨�¡·¤¡rÁ�¡µ³­nª��°���­���µ�̧É�¦́�Â�n�Â¨oª�³�¨°�£¥́
Á�nµ�´Ê� ­nª��̧ÉÁ® º̈°�³Á�È�ÅªoÁ�ºÉ°¤̧�µ¦¡·¤¡r�¦́Ê ��̧É­°�Á¤ºÉ°­£µª�µ¦�rÁ�¨̧É¥�Å� ¦°�¦¦¥µ�µ«
Â¨³��®¤µ¥Á°ºÊ°°Îµ�ª¥Ä®ö �¡·¤¡r� Îµª·�µ¦�r�°��»���́¬·�²�n°­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r­nª��̧É
¥�́Á�È�ÅªoÅ�o°¥nµ�Á­¦̧: 

 

(4) 
Tom: “Please also note that, given the law of sovereign Thailand, the monarch is accorded 

special status under le’se majeste’. These pointed laws are designed to provide the King and 

Queen protection from commentary that might be regarded as critical or disrespectful. 

Although this book has been, at least initially, published outside of Thailand, and thus is not 

technically subject to Thailand’s laws, it is intended that the book will be available in 

Thailand, in perhaps English as well as Thai. It is not the author’s intention or desire to flour 

these laws, as long as they remain in force, and so the subject matter has been approached 

appropriately. In this connection, it must be said that at no time did Thaksin Shinawatra in any 

of these conversations with me anything other than respect for the King and Queen, and any 

implication on the contrary is not a reflection of the reality of our exchange or anything the 

former prime minister said or meant to say. However, due to the increasingly assertive degree 

of prosecution of le’se majeste’, it seemed only prudent for publication and fair to the former 

prime minister, and his sister Yingluck Shinawatra and his party to hold back certain turns of 

conversation until the prosecutorial climate change, perhaps for a second edition.” 

 

“�°Å�oÃ�¦���́�¹�Åªo�oª¥ªnµ£µ¥Ä�o°�·�Å�¥�°�Å�¥ ��®¤µ¥Å�¥�» o¤�¦°�­�µ�£µ¡¡·Á«¬�°�
­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�oª¥®¨�́�µ¦®oµ¤¤·Ä®ö nª�¨³Á¤·�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r ��®¤µ¥°�́
Á�È��µ��̧Ê ¤̧ÅªoÁ¡ºÉ°���o °�¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Â¨³¡¦³¦µ�·�̧�µ��µ¦ª·¡µ�¬rª·�µ¦�rÄ�Ç�¹É �°µ�Á�È�
�Îµ�°��Îµ®�·�·Á�̧¥�®¦º°�µ¦Â­���ªµ¤Å¤nÁ�µ¦¡ Â¤oªnµ®��́­º°Á n̈¤�̧ÊÂ�nÂ¦�Á¦·É¤�È¡·¤¡rÁ�¥Â¡¦n
Ä��nµ��¦³Á�« Ä��µ�Á���·���®¤µ¥�ÈÅ¤n�o°�°¥¼n£µ¥Ä�o��́��́�°���®¤µ¥Å�¥ Â�nÄ�Á¤ºÉ°
�´Ê�Ä�Åªoªnµ�³Á�¥Â¡¦n®��́­º°�̧Ê Ä��¦³Á�«Å�¥ �¹É �°µ�¤̧�´Ê�£µ�£µ¬µ°�́�§¬Â¨³£µ�£µ¬µÅ�¥ 
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�¼ oÁ�̧¥��¹�¤·Å�o¤̧�ªµ¤�´Ê�Ä�®¦º°�¦µ¦��µ�³Ä®oÅ�¤̧�́�®µ��́��®¤µ¥Å�¥ �¦µ��̧É¥�́¤̧��®¤µ¥
®¤·É�¡¦³�¦¤Á��µ�»£µ¡°¥¼n �oª¥Á®�»�̧Ê Á¦ºÉ°��̧ÉÁ�̧É¥ª��́­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�¹�Å�o¦́��µ¦Ä­nÄ�
�¼Â¨°¥nµ�¦³¤�́¦³ª�́ ­Îµ®¦́�Á¦ºÉ°���­���µ�̧É¡µ�¡·��¹�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r��́ªnµ�̧Ê  �Îµ�o°�
�°� n̈µªÅªo � �̧É�̧Ê ªnµÅ¤n¤̧�°�Ä�Á¨¥Ä���­���µ��́�¤�̧É�»���́¬·� �·�ª�́¦ �³Â­���ªµ¤�·�
Ä��Îµ�°�°ºÉ�Á¨¥�°��µ��³Â­���ªµ¤��¦́�£�́�̧�n°¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥rÂ¨³¡¦³¦µ�·�̧ Â¨³�oµ®µ�
¡�ªnµ¤̧�°�Ä��°��µ¦­���µ�̧É�ÎµÄ®oÁ®È�Á�È��Îµ�°��¦��oµ¤�È�°Ä®o�º°ªnµ�ªµ¤Á®È��´Ê�Å¤n
­³�o°��ªµ¤�¦·�Ä��µ¦­���µÂ¨�Á�¨̧É¥��ªµ¤Á®È���́ ®¦º°Ä®o�º°ªnµÅ¤n­³�o°��ªµ¤Á®È��̧É
°�̧��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧Å�o¡¼�®¦º°�´Ê�Ä��³¡¼� °¥nµ�Å¦�È�µ¤ ­º�Á�ºÉ°�¤µ�µ��µ¦�̧É��́ª�́�³¤̧�µ¦
¡·�µ¦�µÃ�¬��̧®¤·É�¡¦³�¦¤Á��µ�»£µ¡��́�̧É¤µ��¹Ê� �¹�¥n°¤Á�È�Á¦ºÉ°�Á®¤µ³­¤Á¡ºÉ°�µ¦�̧É�³
¡·¤¡rÁ�¥Â¡¦n®��́­º° °̧��´Ê�¥�́�³Á�È��µ¦Ä®o�ªµ¤Á�È��¦¦¤Â�n°�̧��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧Â¨³�o°�­µª
�°��nµ� �º°�»�¥·É�¨�́¬�r �·�ª�́¦ �¨°���¡¦¦��µ¦Á¤º°��°��nµ� �̧ÉÁ¦µ�³��́Á�È�®¨µ¥­nª�
�°���­���µÁ°µÅªo���ªnµ�¦¦¥µ�µ«�µ¦¨�Ã�¬�¼o�¦³�Îµ�·���̧®¤·É�¡¦³�¦¤Á��µ�»£µ¡�³
�n°��¨µ¥¨�Ä�°�µ�� Á�ºÉ°Åªo­Îµ®¦́��µ¦¡·¤¡r�¦́Ê ��̧É­°�” (�¼Á¡·É¤Á�·¤Ä� Note1 ®�oµ 24)  

 

Â¤o�³��́�°�-��́Á�È���­���µÅªo­nª�®�¹É�Â¨oª °̧��´Ê�Å�o��́Á�¨µÂ¨³Á�̧¥�Ä®¤n°̧��µ�­nª� 

¦ª¤�´Ê�Ä®o�»�­»¦��́�r Áª��µ�̧ª³ �nª¥Â�¨Á°�­µ¦­·É�¡·¤¡r­nª��̧ÉÁ�̧É¥ª��́�µ¦¥¹�°Îµ�µ��°� n µ¥
�®µ¦Ä��̧ 2006/2549 °̧��oª¥  

 

Å¤nªnµ�³��́�°�°°�Å�Á�nµÄ� ­·É��̧É¡¼�Å�Â¨oªÂ�nÅ¤n�¨oµÁ°µ¤µ¨�¡·¤¡r�È¥º�¥�́�ªµ¤�¦·�°¥nµ�
®�¹É �Å�oªnµ�»���́¬·�¡µ�¡·�­�µ��́¡¦³¤µ�¬�́¦·¥r¤µ��ªnµÂ¨³®��́�ªnµ­nª��̧É¨�¡·¤¡rÂ�n�°�  

 

(26) 

Á�nµ�̧É Tom Plate �³Á®È��ª¦Ä®ö �¡·¤¡rÅ�o Â¨³Á�nµ�̧É�»���́¬·��³Á®È�ªnµ�ª¦Ä®o¡·¤¡r®¦º°¥�Á ·̈�
��­���µ�µ��°�Å�o Á¡̧¥�Á�nµ�̧ÉÁ® º̈° ªnµ��́Á�¡µ³­nª��̧ÉÁ°µ¤µ¨�¡·¤¡rÅ�o �È¤̧�́�®µ°¥¼n¤µ�
¡°Â¨oª 

 

�́�®µ�°��»���́¬·�°�́Á�·��µ��µ¦­���µ¡µ�¡·��¹�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�ÈÁ¦·É¤°̧��¦́Ê �  
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�oª¥�µ¦Á�È¤Ä�¡¼�°¥nµ�Á­¦̧ �°�¦µ�°µ�µ��́¦Å�¥ … Ä� …  

“Conversation With Thaksin” Ã�¥ Tom Plate 
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[�°��¸É 2] 

 

“Conversation with Thaksin” �¨°�Á n̈¤ ¥¹�Â�ªÁ¦ºÉ°�ªnµ: 
 

�»���́¬·�°¥µ��¨�́�oµ� °¥µ��¨�́Á¤º°�Å�¥�oµ�Á�·� Á¡¦µ³Å¤nÅ�o�Îµ°³Å¦�·� ¤̧Â�n���¨´É� 

Â�¨o�Ä®o¦oµ¥�o µ¥�ªµ¤�·� �´Ê�Á¦ºÉ°��µ¦�»�¦·� Â¨³Ã�¥Á�¡µ³Á¦ºÉ°��̧É�¼�� n̈µª®µªnµÅ¤nÁ�µ¦¡ 

Á�·��¼�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r �´Ê�Ç�̧É�»���́¬·�¥º�¥�́ªnµ¤̧�ªµ¤��¦́�£�́�̧Â�n�°�  

�»���́¬·�°¥µ��¨�́�¦³Á�«Å�¥ °¥µ��¨�́¤µ�nª¥¡�́�µ�¦³Á�«Å�¥ �nª¥Á® º̈°��¥µ��� Â�n
�È¥�́Å¤n�¨oµ�¨�́¤µ Á¡¦µ³�¨ª́ªnµ�³�¼�¨°�­�́®µ¦�̧ª·� ®µ��o°�­µªÂ¨³¡¦¦�Á¡ºÉ°Å�¥Å�o¦́� 

Á º̈°��´Ê� �È�nµ�³Á�È�Ã°�µ­Ä®oÅ�o�¨�́¤µÁ¤º°�Å�¥°¥nµ�¡o��·�Å�o�¦́¡¥r­·��º�¤µ Â¨³�¨�́¤µÅ�o 
°¥nµ��¨°�£¥́ 

�µ��°��°���­���µ ¦³®ªnµ� ¡.�.�. �¦. ��́¬·� �·�ª�́¦ ��́ Tom Plate: 

 

(21) 

Tom: “He’s going back even if it kills him … and it just might.” 

“��́¬·��³�o°��¨�́Ä®oÅ�oÂ¤oªnµ�¨�́Å�Â¨oª�³�¼��nµ … Â¨³�È°µ��¼��nµ�¦·�Ç” 

 

Thaksin: “2006 coup was dirty deed indeed.” 

“�µ¦��·ª�́·�̧ 2549 Á�È �Á¦ºÉ°�­��¦��¦·�Ç”  

 

Thaksin: “They’re afraid of me, they don’t trust that I’m not out for revenge. But I’m not out 

for revenge.” 

“Even when I am not in Thailand they don’t want me to go back. Because they know they 

cannot compete directly. So it’s the question of the way I go back. My return must be in a 

gracious way. And so I have to wait for the right moment. It may be at the end of this year 

[2011] … in December.” 

“No witch-hunt. I think forgiveness is the key. I mean it.” 

“I want to forgive and make the whole country forgive each other. Because, if you don’t 
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forgive, you cannot reconcile your country. You cannot be one nation anymore.” 

“¡ª�Á�µ�¨ª́�¤ Å¤nÅªoÄ��¤ªnµ�³Å¤n�µ¤Å�¨oµ�Â�o� Â�n�¤Å¤n�µ¤Å�¨oµ�Â�o�®¦°�” 

“Â¤oªnµ�¤Å¤nÅ�o°¥¼nÄ�Á¤º°�Å�¥ ¡ª�Á�µ�È¥�́Å¤n�o°��µ¦Ä®o�¤�¨�́Å�Á¤º°�Å�¥ Á¡¦µ³Á�µ¦¼ oªnµ 
Á�µÂ�n���́�¤�¦�Ç�È­¼ o�¤Å¤nÅ�o ��́�´Ê�¤�́�ÈÁ�È �Á¦ºÉ°�ªnµ�¤�³�¨�́Å�°¥nµ�Å¦ �µ¦�¨�́ �¦³Á�«
Å�¥�°��¤�o°�Å�°¥nµ�¤̧Á�̧¥¦�· �¤�³�o°��¦°���́®ª³�̧ÉÁ®¤µ³­¤ °µ�Á�È ��°��¨µ¥ 

�̧�̧Ê  [2554] … Á�º°���́ªµ�¤ 

 

Thaksin: “I definitely want to return.” 

 

 (30-31) 

Thaksin: “You know, Thailand has never been as bad as in the last four years. In  

the four years before that, we were able to gradually improve ourselves in the  

human rights area and in democracy development. I feel terrible that Thailand has  

slipped so much. You know why it has gone bad so quickly? Because of the  

misunderstandings about me, they [PAD leaders, military leaders] were trying to get  

me too much, until they used all kinds of forces against me without any  

consultation, or even discussion with me. It’s mostly due to a great  

misunderstanding … they allege that I am not loyal to the Thai monarchy. So they  

thought that they would make the monarchy so happy with them by getting me.  

[content here deleted] The media are prejudiced against me and my supporters,  

and my supporters feel that this is not fair, with the result that more and more  

supporters join us every day. But they still keep doing the same bad things against  

me without any principle.” 

“�»�¦¼ oÅ®¤? �¦³Á�«Å�¥Å¤nÁ�¥Á¨ª¦oµ¥Á�nµ��́Á¤ºÉ°­̧É�̧�̧É�nµ�¤µÁ¨¥ Á¤ºÉ°­̧É�̧�n°�®�oµ­̧É�̧�̧ÉÂ¨oª  

Á¦µ­µ¤µ¦��¦́��¦»��ª́Á¦µÄ®o�̧�¹Ê�°¥nµ��oµÇÄ�Á¦ºÉ°�­·��·¤�»¬¥��Â¨³�µ¦¡�́�µ�¦³�µ�·�Å�¥  

�¤¦¼ o­¹�Â¥n¤µ�Ç�̧É�¦³Á�«Å�¨ º̈É��ÎÉµ¨�¤µ¤µ� �»�¦¼ oÅ®¤ªnµ�ÎµÅ¤¤�́�¹�Á¨ª¨�°¥nµ�¦ª�Á¦Èª��́?  

�ÈÁ�È �Á¡¦µ³�µ¦Á�oµÄ�Ä��ª́�¤°¥nµ��·�Ç�´É�Á°� ¡ª�Á�µ [¡�́¤·�¦�¦³�µ��Á¡ºÉ°�¦³�µ�·�Å�¥  

Â¨³ �¼ o�Îµ�®µ¦] ¡¥µ¤�µ¤Å n̈ n̈µ�¤¤µ�Á�·�Å� ¡ª�Á�µÄ�o�Îµ¨�́�»�¦¼�Â��Á¡ºÉ°�Îµ��́�¤ ¡ª� 
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Á�µÅ¤nÁ�¥�¦¹�¬µ®µ¦º°�¤Á¨¥ �³¤µ��Á�̧¥��¦³Á�È�°³Å¦��́�¤�ÈÅ¤nÁ�¥�Îµ ­nª�Ä®�n¤�́Á�È� 

Á¦ºÉ°�Á�oµÄ��·���́°¥nµ�Ä®�n®¨ª� … ¡ª�Á�µ� n̈µª®µªnµ�¤Å¤n��¦́�£�́�̧�n°­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ 
�¬�́¦·¥rÅ�¥ ¡ª�Á�µ�·���́Á°µÁ°�ªnµ¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r���³�¦�¥·��̧��́¡ª�Á�µ ®µ�¡ª�Á�µ 
�Îµ��́�¤Å�o [�o°�ªµ¤�°��̧Ê�¼���́°°�] ¡ª�­ºÉ°¤ª¨���È¤̧°��·¨ ÎµÁ°̧¥��n°�oµ��¤Â¨³�¼ o 
­��́­�»� n µ¥�¤ Â¨oª�¼ o­��́­�»��¤�È¦¼ o­¹�ªnµ¤�́Å¤n¥»�·�¦¦¤ �¨�È�º°�¼ o­��́­�»��¤Á¡·É¤�Îµ�ª� 

�¹Ê�°¥nµ�Ã�ª�́Ã��º� Â�n¡ª�Á�µ�È¥�́�Îµ­·É�Á¨ªÇ�n°�oµ��¤°¥¼n�ÎÊ µÂ¨oª�ÎÊ µ°̧�°¥nµ�Å¤n¨�¦µªµ«°�  

�ÎµÂ��Å¤n¤̧®¨�́�µ¦°³Å¦Á¨¥” 

 

�»���́¬·�Á�ºÉ°ªnµÁ®�»�¨�°���³�®µ¦�ÎµÃ�¥¡¨Á°�­��· �»�¥¦́��¨·� ¥¹�°Îµ�µ�Â¨³ ö¤ 

¦́��µ¨�°��»���́¬·�¤¸Á¦ºÉ°�­Îµ��́Á¦ºÉ°�Á�¥̧ª�º°�o°� n̈µª®µÁ¦ºÉ°�Å¤n��¦́�£�́� ̧Å¤nÁ�·��¼�­�µ�´�
¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r: 
 

(28) 

Thaksin: “… if you want to protect the institution of the monarchy of Thailand, if that  

is your goal, democracy is a good vehicle and good tool to protect the monarchy, not 

dictatorship.” 

“… ®µ��»��o°��µ¦�¸É�³���o °�­�µ�́�¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r, �oµ�́É��º°Á�o µ®¤µ¥�°�¡ª��»�,  

�¦³�µ�·�Å�¥�È�³Á�È �¡µ®�³�¸É�Â̧¨³Á�È �Á�¦ºÉ°�¤º°�¸É�Ä̧�°�́�¸É�³���o °�­�µ�´�
¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r  
Å¤nÄ�n¦³�°�Á��È��µ¦” 

 

�»���́¬·��·�ªnµ�ª́Á°�Å¤nÅ�o�Îµ�·�°³Å¦Á¨¥ Å¤n­¤�ª¦�¸É�³�¼��Îµ¨µ¥Ã�¥��³¤��¦̧�ªµ¤ 

¤´É���Â®n��µ�· (�¤�.) �¸É¥¹�°Îµ�µ�Á¤ºÉ°�̧ 2549: 

 

(29) 

Thaksin: “… time is on my side. Because I have done nothing wrong. The longer the wait, the 

more likely that the truth will be revealed as being on my side, they have done a lot of things 

just to justify something which is not true. So the longer they do this, the longer they go on 
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like this, the more they get trapped. So what I have said is that I can wait, because in the end, 

there must be reconciliation, otherwise Thailand will not be prosperous. Thailand will not be a 

smiling country anymore.” 

“… Áª¨µÁ�oµ�oµ��¤ Á¡¦µ³ªnµ�¤Å¤oÅ�o�Îµ°³Å¦�·� ¥·É�¦°Áª¨µ�µ�Á�nµÅ¦ ¥·É�Á�È �Ã°�µ­�¸É�ªµ¤ 

�¦·��³�¦µ�� �³Á�È ��ªµ¤�¦·��¸ÉÁ�oµ�oµ��¤ ¡ª�Á�µ�Îµ°³Å¦®¨µ¥°¥nµ�Á¡¥̧�Á¡ºÉ°Ä®o¤Á̧®�»�¨ 

­�́�­�»�Á¦ºÉ°��¸É¤·Ä�n�ªµ¤�¦·� ��́�́Ê�¥·É�¡ª�Á�µ�Îµ°³Å¦ÇÅ��µ�Á�nµÅ� ¥·É��µ�Å��µ�Å�¡ª� 

Á�µ�È�³Å��·���́��́Á°� ��́�́Ê�Á¦ºÉ°��¸É�¤¡¼�°¥¼n�È�º° �¤¦°Å�o Á¡¦µ³Ä��¸É­»��È�³�o°�¤¸�µ¦ 

�¦°��°���́Ä��µ�· Å¤n°¥nµ��́Ê��¦³Á�«Å�¥�È�³Å¤n¤´É��´É�¦ÎÉµ¦ª¥ Á¤º°�Å�¥�³Å¤nÁ�È �Á¤º°�¥·Ê¤°�̧ 

�n°Å�” 

�»���́¬·�Á¦·É¤�µ¦­���µ�oª¥�ªµ¤¤»n�¤´É��̧É�³��¦°Ä®o n µ¥�®µ¦�°��¡́Å�¥ “�·���́��́” 

Á­̧¥�n°� �³��́��́°³Å¦�ÈÂ¨oªÂ�n �³�µ�Â�nÅ®��È¦°Å�o Â¨oª�³�¹�ª�́�̧É�»���́¬·��³�¨�́�oµ�
Å�o Á�È ��µ¦�¦³�µ«­��¦µ¤�oª¥¥»���µ¦Â®n��µ¦¦°�°¥ � n̈°¥Ä®o«�́¦¼�Îµ¨µ¥�ª́Á°�Ä�¦³¥³¥µª 

Á¤ºÉ°�¦³�µ««�́�µÅªo��́Á��Â¨oª �»���́¬·��È¡¥µ¥µ¤°�·�µ¥�́�®µÄ®�n�̧É��Á°�Å¤n�·�ªnµ��Á°�
Á�È��ª́�́�®µ�̧ÉÂ�o�¦·� Â�n n µ¥«�́¦¼ ( n µ¥�®µ¦) ­¦oµ�Á¦ºÉ°�Ä®o�¼Á�È ��¦·�  

¥·É�°�·�µ¥�È¥·É�¨� ¹̈� ¥·É�¡¼��È¥·É�¥»n�  

Tom Plate �µ¤�Îµ�n°¥�¦́Ê � ¦µª��́�³ n̈°Ä®o�»���́¬·��·���́��́Â®n�¥»��«µ­�¦r�µ¦­¤́£µ¬�r
Á�n���́  

�ª��»���́¬·��»¥Á¦ºÉ°�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�̧ÉÅ¦ �»���́¬·��³Á�·�Á�oµ��́��́�̧�´Ê� �»��̧Å�  

 

Tom Plate Á�È �­ºÉ°¤ª¨���³ª�́��°̧�¦µ¥�̧É�¦³­¡�ªµ¤­ÎµÁ¦È�Ä��µ¦ªµ���́��́�»���́¬·�: 

 

(30) 

Tom Plate �µ¤�Îµ: 
“Now, talking about what you can do other than going back as prime minister, or if  

you do go back, going back in some important capacity for the Crown.” 

“Á°µ®¨³�¦́� Á¦µ¤µ�»¥��́Á¦ºÉ°��̧Éªnµ�³¤̧°³Å¦Ä®o�»��Îµ �°��µ��³�¨�́Å�Á�È��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧°̧� 

�¦́Ê � �oµ�»�Å�o�¨�́Å�Á¤º°�Å�¥�¦·�Ç �»��³�¨�́Å�¦́��µ��̧É¤̧�ªµ¤­Îµ��́Ã�¥�Îµ�µ�Ä®o��́ 

¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Å®¤?” 
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�»���́¬·�Á�·�®�oµ�°��Îµ�µ¤°¥nµ�Á�È¤�ªµ¤ ®¦º°°µ��³Á�·��ªµ¤�̧É�µ¤�oª¥�ÎÊ µ: 
 

(31) 

Thaksin: “… over the past four-and-half-years since I left, it has been just like this --- because 

of one perceived problem: Thaksin is not loyal to the monarchy, which is  

not true. Which is not true! They make it up in their own imagination, and they move  

all the political reality in the direction of their own imagination, which is a bad  

imagination.” 

“Ä��nª�­̧É�̧�¦¹É �®¨�́�µ��¤°°�¤µ�°��¦³Á�«Å�¥Â¨oª Á¦ºÉ°�¤�́Á�È�Â���̧Ê Á¨¥ --- �º°ªnµ¤�́ 

Á�È �Á¦ºÉ°��µ¦¦́�¦¼ o�́�®µ�µ¤�̧É°¥µ��³¤°� �º°: ��́¬·�Å¤n��¦́�£�́�̧�n°­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r,  
�¹É �¤�́Å¤n�¦·� Å¤n�¦·� �¦·�ÇÁ¨¥! ¡ª�Á�µ�»Á¦ºÉ°��¹Ê�¤µÁ°��µ¤�·���µ�µ¦�̧É­¦oµ�Á°µÁ°� ¡ª�Á�µ 
�Îµ¡µ�µ¦Á¤º°�Á�oµÅ�Ä��·«�µ�Â®n��·���µ�µ¦�°�¡ª�Á�µ��́Á°� �¹É �¤�́Á�È��·���µ�µ¦ 

�´Ê�Á¨ª” 

 

(33) 

Tom: “But if you do go back, do you have to be prime minister? Could you go back  

as minister-mentor, like Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore used to be for years?” 

“Â�n�oµ�»��³�¨�́Å� �ÎµÁ�È�Å®¤�̧É�»��³�o°��¨�́Å�Á�È��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧? �»��³�¨�́Å� 

Á�È �¦́�¤��¦̧�̧É�¦¹�¬µ°µª»Ã­Ä®o��́�µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧Â���̧É�µ¥¨̧�ª�¥¼�°�­·��Ã�¦rÁ�¥Á�È �°¥¼n 
®¨µ¥�̧Å�oÅ®¤?” 

 

Thaksin: “I don’t have to be anything.” 

“�¤Å¤n�ÎµÁ�È ��o°�Á�È�°³Å¦�´Ê��´Ê�” 

 

Tom: “Could you go back as Sonia Gandhi? The power behind the throne of India?” 

“�»��³�¨�́Å�Á�È�Â��Ã�Á�̧¥ �µ��̧ ¤̧° Îµ�µ�°¥¼nÁ�ºÊ°�®¨�́Á�oµ°̧Ê�µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧°·�Á�̧¥Å�oÅ®¤? 

 

Thanksin: “I do not need to involve myself in politics. For example, if the monarchy  
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were kind enough to appoint me as an advisor to the Crown Property. I can help  

Crown Property do better financially. So, if I were appointed to any position by the  

Palace, I cannot be involved in politics. That kind of appointment would have the  

effect of forcing me not to get involved in politics.” 

“�¤Å¤n�ÎµÁ�È �Á¨¥�̧É�³Á°µ�ª́Á�oµÅ�¥»n�Á�̧É¥ª��́�µ¦Á¤º°� ¥��ª́°¥nµ�®�n°¥ªnµ�oµ¡¦³¤®µ 
�¬�́¦·¥r�³�¦�¤̧¡¦³Á¤��µ¤µ�¡°�̧É�³Â�n��´Ê�Ä®o�¤Á�È��̧É�¦¹�¬µ­Îµ��́�µ��¦́¡¥r­·�­nª�¡¦³ 

¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r �¤�È­µ¤µ¦��̧É�³�ÎµÄ®o­Îµ��́�µ��¦́¡¥r­·�­nª�¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r¤̧Á�·�¤µ��¹Ê� 

��́�´Ê� 

�oµ�µ�¡¦³¦µ�ª�́Â�n��´Ê�Ä®o�¤Å�o¦́��ÎµÂ®�n�°³Å¦Ä�ª�́�ÈÅ�o ¤�́�È�³�ÎµÄ®o�¤Å�¥»n���́�µ¦Á¤º°� 

Å¤nÅ�o �ÎµÂ®�n�Ä�ª�́Â���´Ê��³¤̧�¨��́��́Ä®o�¤Å¤n°µ�Á n̈��µ¦Á¤º°�Å�o” 

 

Tom: “So you might accept the Palace appointment?” 

“�oµ°¥nµ��´Ê��»��È°µ�¦́��ÎµÂ®�n��̧ÉÂ�n��´Ê�Ã�¥¡¦³¦µ�­Îµ��́Ä�nÅ®¤?” 

(34-35) 

Thaksin: Yes. But I don’t want to have a Privy Councilor position [in Thailand a very  

important posting]. I don’t want to be anything that is ambitious. I just want to prove  

that I don’t mind being anything, but I want to prove that I am beneficial to my  

country and my people… When I go back, definitely, I should be appointed  

something to be beneficial for the country and the people.” 

“Ä�n�¦́� Â�n�¤Å¤n°¥µ�Å�o�ÎµÂ®�n�°��¤��¦̧ [Ä��¦³Á�«Å�¥�ÎµÂ®�n��̧Ê­Îµ��́¤µ�] �¤Å¤n 
�o°��µ¦�³Á¥°�³¥µ��¹���µ��´Ê� �¤�o°��µ¦Á¡̧¥�¡·­¼��rªnµ�¤Á�È��¦³Ã¥��r�n°�¦³Á�«�°� 

�¤ Â¨³ �¦³�µ���°��¤… Á¤ºÉ°�¤Å�o�¨�́Å� Â�n�°�ªnµ�¤�ª¦�³Å�o¦́��µ¦Â�n��´Ê�Ä®oÁ�È � 

°³Å¦­�́°¥nµ��̧ÉÁ�È ��¦³Ã¥��r�n°�¦³Á�«�µ�·Â¨³�¦³�µ��” 
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[�°��¸É 3] 

 

Á¤ºÉ° Tom ¡µ�»���́¬·�Á�oµ­¼n �µ¦­���µÁ¦ºÉ°�­�µ�´�¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥rÅ�oÂ öª Å¤n�o°��µ¤
Á¡·É¤Á�·¤ �»���́¬·��È¡¼�Á­¦·¤Ã¥�Ä¥Å��¹�Á¦ºÉ°��¸É�·��oµ�Ä�Ä��°���Á°�°°�¤µ°¥nµ�¨³Á°¥̧�: 

(36) 

Thaksin: “Well, you know in Thailand, the government officials, the military … they  

… [don’t do] anything until they get a signal. Even during the effort recently to bail  

our arrested Red Shirt leaders out of jail, we talked to the judges, and we asked for  

leniencies … to let them out, you know. This is not a political thing. By our  

Constitution the government is supposed to grant bail for every criminal because it’s  

their duty to grant bail, except in certain circumstances, and so we wanted to  

protect their rights, but the judges would not allow bail for the Red Shirts. And when  

we asked a judge why, the judge said, ‘There is no signal.’ And we said ‘Are you the  

judge or not?’ The judge has been hired to judge, not to look for signals, right? But  

the judge says to us, ‘I got no signal.’ So it looks like everyone is just waiting for  

signals.” 

“°º¤¤r Á¤º°�Å�¥¤�́Á�È�°¥nµ��̧Ê  Á�oµ®�oµ�̧É¦́� �®µ¦ … Ä�¦�n°Ä�¦ … [Å¤n�Îµ°³Å¦] ��́Á¨¥���ªnµ 
�³Å�o¦́�­�́�µ� Â¤o�¦³�´É�Á¤ºÉ°Å¤n�µ�¤µ�̧Ê  �°��̧ÉÁ¦µ¡¥µ¥µ¤�³�°�¦³��́�ª́¡ª��¼ o�Îµ��Á­ºÊ° 

Â���°�Á¦µÄ®o¡o��µ��µ¦�¼��»¤��́ Á¦µÅ��»¥��́�¼ o¡·¡µ�¬µ®¨µ¥�� Â¨³Á¦µ�°�ªµ¤Á¤��µ 
�µ��nµ� … �°Ä®o� n̈°¥�ª́¡ª�Á¦µ �̧É¤�́Å¤nÄ�nÁ¦ºÉ°��µ¦Á¤º°� �»��È��¦¼ o �µ¤¦́��¦¦¤�¼��°�Á¦µ  
¦́��µ¨�ª¦�³Ä®o�¦³��́�ª́°µ��µ�¦�»��� Á¡¦µ³¤�́Á�È�®�oµ�̧É�°�¦́��µ¨ ¥�Áªo�Ä��µ� 

�¦�̧Á�È��µ¦Á�¡µ³ ��́�´Ê�¡ª�Á¦µ�o°��µ¦���o °�­·��·Í �°�¡ª�Á�µ Â�n��³�¼ o¡·¡µ�¬µ�ÈÅ¤n¥°¤ 

Ä®o�¦³��́�ª́��Á­ºÊ°Â�� ¡°Á¦µ�µ¤�¼ o¡·¡µ�¬µ��®�¹É�ªnµ�ÎµÅ¤�¹�Å¤nÄ®o�¦³��́�ª́ �¼ o¡·¡µ�¬µ 
��®�¹É��°�ªnµ ‘Å¤n¤̧­�́�µ�’ Á¦µ�ÈÁ¨¥�°�ªnµ ‘�nµ�Á�È��¼ o¡·¡µ�¬µ�¦·�Ç®¦º°Á� n̈µ n̈³?’ �¼ o 
¡·¡µ�¬µ�¼��oµ�Ä®o¤µ�Îµ®�oµ�̧É¡·¡µ�¬µ Å¤nÄ�nÄ®o¤µ¦°�¼­�́�µ� Ä�nÅ®¤? Â�n�¼ o¡·¡µ�¬µ���´Ê� 

�È�°���́Á¦µªnµ ‘�¤¥�́Å¤nÅ�o¦́�­�́�µ�Á¨¥’ ��́�´Ê�¤�́�È�¼Á®¤º°���́ªnµ�»���Á°µÂ�n¦°�¼ 
­�́�µ�” 
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�»���́¬·��ÈÅ¤n¥°¤¡¼�Ä®o��́ªnµ “­�́�µ�°³Å¦? ¤µ�µ�Ä�¦? �̧ÉÅ®�?” � n̈°¥Ä®oÁ�È �Á¦ºÉ°��Îµ�ª¤
Ä®o�µ�Á�µ��́�n°Å� Â�n�̧É­�́­��È�º°�»���́¬·�Á°µ¦́��µ¨¤µ����́«µ¨ �°�ªnµÁ�È�®�oµ�̧É
¦́��µ¨Â�n�¨�́Å��»¥��́«µ¨Â¨oªÃ�¬«µ¨ªnµÅ¤n�Îµ�µ¤�̧É¦́��µ¨�ª¦�Îµ Á�È ��ªµ¤­�́­��°��»�
��́¬·�Ä��ªµ¤Å¤n¦¼ oÁ¦ºÉ°�¦́��¦¦¤�¼� Â¨³Å¤nÁ�oµÄ�ªnµ¦́��µ¨Á�È� n µ¥�¦·®µ¦ Â�n«µ¨Á�È� n µ¥
°Îµ�µ�¥»�·�¦¦¤ °Îµ�µ�°�·�Å�¥�´Ê�­°��̧ÉÂ¥���́¤µ�µ��ªnµ 70 �̧Â¨oª ­nª�Á¦ºÉ°��µ¦�¦³��́�ª́
�¼ o�o°�®µ�ÈÅ¤nÁ�¥¤̧��®¤µ¥Ä®o° Îµ�µ�¦́��µ¨­´É�«µ¨Ä®o�¦³��́�ª́Ä�¦Å�o ¥·É�Á�È � “°µ��µ�¦”�oª¥
Â¨oª «µ¨Á°��ÈÅ¤n¤̧° Îµ�µ�®¦º°®�oµ�̧É�̧É�³�o°�Ä®o�¦³��́�ª́ “°µ��µ�¦” Ã�¥°�́Ã�¤�́· 

�̧ÉÁ�È �°�̧�°�®�¹É��¸É�»���́¬·�¡¼�Ã�¥Å¤n®ªµ�®ª´É��o°®µ®¤·É�«µ¨!  

�»���́¬·��»¥��́�¼o¡·¡µ�¬µ��Å®��¸É¡¼�Á¦ºÉ°� “­́��µ�”?  

Â öªÄ�¦Á n̈µ�¸É�»���́¬·�� n̈µª®µªnµÁ�È ��¼o­n �­́��µ�? 

�¹��»���́¬·�Å¤n¡¼�Ä®o�́� �Îµ�µ¤�°� Tom Plate �¸É�µ¤¤µ�·�ÇÄ�®�oµ 37  

�È�º°�µ¦­n�­́��µ��°� Tom ®¦º° �»���́¬·� Á¦ºÉ°�Á¦ºÉ°� “�¼o­n �­́��µ�” �¸É�»���́¬·�°oµ��¹�
°¥nµ��Îµ�ª¤¤µ�n°�®�oµ�̧Ê �¦µª�̧Ê Tom �µ¤Â¦�¤µ� Å¤n�¹�ªnµ�»���́¬·��³�°� Å¤n�·�ªnµ�»�
��́¬·��ª¦�°� ®µ�¤¸�ªµ¤��¦́�£�́�:̧ 

(37-38) 

Tom: “Who can talk to the King and Queen of Thailand? The Pope? Allah?  

Buddha? Whom do they listen to? 

“Ä�¦�oµ��̧É¡°�³�¦µ���́�¤�¼¨¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Â¨³¡¦³¦µ�·�̧Â®n��¦³Á�«Å�¥Å�o? ¡¦³ 

­�́�³�µ�µ®¦º°? °´̈ Á¨µ³®rÅ�oÅ®¤? ¡¦³¡»��Á�oµ n̈³�³¡°Å�oÅ®¤? ¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Â¨³¡¦³¦µ�·�̧ 

�³�¦�¦́�¢́�Ä�¦�oµ�? 

�Îµ�µ¤�°� Tom ®��́ Á°̧¥� Â¨³ Â¦�Á® º̈°®¨µ¥ �»���́¬·�Å¤n�oª� ®¦º°ª·¡µ�¬r� Îµ�µ¤¥o°��¨�́
Å�Á¨¥ ¦µª��́ªnµ�´Ê��»���́¬·�Â¨³�°¤¡¼�£µ¬µ “­�́�µ�” Á�̧¥ª��́: 

Thaksin: “Well, His Majesty respects international opinion. So if it is world opinion  

that this is time for Thailand to reconcile, and there is consultation with His Majesty,  

and they give him some ideas, then His Majesty might come to think that okay, this  

is the solution. I do believe that that will be a solution.” 
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“�¤ªnµ¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́�¦�Á�µ¦¡�ªµ¤Á®È��µ��µ�µ�¦³Á�« ��́�´Ê��oµ®µ�¤�́Á�È��ªµ¤Á®È��°� 

�µªÃ¨�ªnµ�¹�Áª¨µÂ¨oª�̧ÉÁ¤º°�Å�¥�³�o°��¦°��°���́ Â¨³Ä®o¤̧�µ¦�¦µ���́�¤�¼¨�¦¹�¬µ®µ¦º° 

��́¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Â¨oªÄ®o�ªµ¤�·��µ�°¥nµ���́¡¦³°��r­�́®�n°¥ �oµÅ�o°¥nµ��´Ê�¡¦³°��r�È°µ� 

�¨�́¤µ�¦��·�Å�o�oµ�ªnµ Á°µ® n̈³ �̧ÉÁ�È ��µ�°°� �¤Á�ºÉ°ªnµ�´É��º°�µ�°°�Ä��µ¦Â�o�́�®µ” 

Tom ¨µ��»���́¬·�¨� ¹̈�¤µ��¹Ê� �·���́��́Â®n��Îµ�µ¤�Îµ­�·�Â¨oª: 

Tom: “… Supposing someone of respect --- Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations  

Secretary General --- supposing he were to go to Bangkok and to talk to the King,  

and say, ‘There has been all this turmoil and bloodshed, this is not good for  

Thailand. Why can’t there be reconciliation? Would the King listen? Would the King  

receive him? 

“… ­¤¤»�·ªnµ�³¤̧���̧É�nµÁ�µ¦¡­�́�� --- Á�n��µ¥��́ �̧-¤¼� Á¨�µ�·�µ¦°��r�µ¦­®�¦³�µ�µ�·  
--- ­¤¤»�·ªnµÄ®o�nµ�Å��¦»�Á�¡² Â¨oªÁ�oµÁ o µ�¦µ���́�¤�¼¨¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́ Ã�¥�°�ªnµ ‘�ªµ¤ 

ª»n�ªµ¥Â¨³�µ¦�°�Á º̈°��´Ê�®¨µ¥�̧ÉÁ�·��¹Ê��´Ê�¤�́Á�È�­·É�Å¤n�̧­Îµ®¦́��¦³Á�«Å�¥Á¨¥ �ÎµÅ¤�¹� 

�¦°��°���́Å¤nÅ�o?’ ¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́�³�¦�¦́�¢́�Å®¤? ¡¦³°��r�³Ä®o�µ¥��́ �̧-¤¼� Á�oµÁ o µ 
Å®¤?” 

Thaksin: “I think that given Ban’s position, the King will welcome him. That kind of  

high-level position is the right position to provide international leadership because  

His Majesty is very senior. He is the most senior head of state.”  

“�¤ªnµÃ�¥�ÎµÂ®�n��°��µ¥��́ �̧-¤¼� ¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́�³�¦��o°�¦́��nµ�Â�n �ÎµÂ®�n�¦³��́­¼� 

Á�n��´Ê�Á�È��ÎµÂ®�n��̧É�¼��o°�Á®¤µ³­¤Ä�°�́�̧É�³Á�È��¼ o�Îµ¦³��́�µ�µ�µ�· Á¡¦µ³¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́ 

�¦�¡¦³��¤µ¥»¦³��́°µª»Ã­¤µ� ¡¦³°��r�¦�Á�È ��¦³¤»��°��¦³Á�«�̧É�¦�°µª»Ã­¤µ��̧É­»�” 

……………………… 

“Yes, It’s the job of Ban to express his leadership to express his leadership publicly  

and have it honored. This is not a matter of international intervention by the UN, it is  

not just an internal affair at all. This trouble affects the whole region, and really  

affect the future of democracy and affects the status of human rights. It’s his duty to  

do so.” 



17�|�P a g e �
�

“�¦́� �¤ªnµ¤�́Á�È��µ�Ä�®�oµ�̧É�°��µ¥��́ �̧-¤¼� �̧É�³�o°�Â­���ªµ¤Á�È ��¼ o�ÎµÄ®o�¦µ���n° 

­µ�µ¦��� Â¨³Â­����Ä®o­¤��́Á�̧¥¦�·�̧É¤̧ Á¦ºÉ°��̧ÊÅ¤nÄ�nÁ¦ºÉ°��µ¦Â�¦�Â���µ��nµ��¦³Á�« 

Ã�¥­®�¦³�µ�µ�· ¤�́Å¤nÄ�nÂ�nÁ¦ºÉ°��·��µ¦£µ¥�¦³Á�«Á�nµ�´Ê� �́�®µª»n�ªµ¥�̧Ê¤�́�¦³���´Ê� 

£¼¤·£µ� Â¨oª¥�́�¦³��°�µ���°��¦³�µ�·�Å�¥�oª¥ �¦³��Á¦ºÉ°�­�µ�£µ¡­·��·¤�»¬¥��°̧� 

�oª¥ ¤�́Á�È�®�oµ�̧É�°��nµ��̧É�³�o°��ÎµÁ¦ºÉ°��̧Ê” 

Tom: Who, the King? 

“®¤µ¥�¹�Ä�¦ ¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́®¦º°? 

Thaksin: No, Ban Hi-moon’s. His duty. He must do it. But I don’t know that he has the 

courage to do it. He is the right person, because he is the one who upholds the  

the international standard of human rights, raises questions about war crimes,  

supports the International Criminal Court. You know, eventually these issues [of  

political violence in Thailand] will go to the ICC, regardless, so the more things are  

prolonged…” 

“Å¤nÄ�n �¤®¤µ¥�¹��µ¥��́ �̧-¤¼� Á�È �®�oµ�̧É�°��nµ� �nµ��o°��Îµ Â�n�¤Å¤n¦¼ oªnµ�nµ��³�¨oµ�Îµ 
Å®¤ �nµ�Á�È ����̧ÉÁ®¤µ³­¤Â¨oª Á¡¦µ³�nµ�Á�È����̧É¤̧®�oµ�̧É¦́�¬µ¤µ�¦�µ�¦³��́�µ�µ�µ�·Ä� 

Á¦ºÉ°�­·��·¤�»¬¥�� �´Ê��Îµ�µ¤Ä�Á¦ºÉ°�°µ��µ�¦¦¤­��¦µ¤ ­��́­�»�«µ¨°µ��µ�¦¦¤¦³®ªnµ� 

�¦³Á�« �»��È¦¼ oªnµÄ��̧É­»��¦³Á�È��nµ�ÇÁ® n̈µ�̧Ê  [Á¦ºÉ°��ªµ¤¦»�Â¦��µ��µ¦Á¤º°�Ä��¦³Á�«Å�¥]  

�³�o°�Å�­¼n«µ¨°µ��µ�¦¦¤¦³®ªnµ��¦³Á�« Å¤nªnµ°³Å¦�³Á�·��¹Ê�®¦º°Å¤n�È�µ¤ ��́�´Ê�¥·É��nª� 

Áª¨µ°°�Å��µ�Á�nµÄ�…” 

Tom: The worse it is for Thailand.” 

“�È¥·É�Á¨ª¦oµ¥¤µ��¹Ê�­Îµ®¦́��¦³Á�«Å�¥” 

Thaksin: “Yes. But I am afraid that he doesn’t have the courage,” 

“Ä�nÂ¨oª Â�n�¤Á�¦�ªnµ�nµ����³Å¤n¤̧�ªµ¤�¨oµ®µ�¤µ�¡°” 

Tom: Who, the King?” 

“®¤µ¥�¹�Ä�¦ ¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́®¦º°? 
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Thaksin: “No! Ban.” 

“Å¤nÄ�n! �¤®¤µ¥�¹��µ¥��́” 

�»���́¬·��°��Îµ�µ¤�̧É Tom ­¤¤»�·� Îµ�µ¤�¹Ê�¤µÁ°��´Ê��´Ê� �Îµ�µ¤­¤¤»�·Ã�¥Å¤n¤̧�ªµ¤�¦·�Á�È�
�µ��̧Ê  Á¦̧¥�ªnµ “hyperthetical question” Á�È ��µ¦�µ¤¨ª��µ¤�Îµ�̧É��́�nµª�·¥¤�µ¤ Â�n
��́�µ¦Á¤º°��̧É�ÎÉµ�°�Áª�̧¤�́�³Å¤n�°� �°��µ��³�°�ªnµ “I can’t answer a hypertetical 

question” 
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 [�°��¸É 4] 

Tom �µ¤�n° Ä��nª��̧É�»���́¬·�Á¦·É¤Á��·�ª·�§�·�µ¦Á¤º°�: 

(171) 

Tom: “Now, when you told the King that you would not stay as prime minister, even  

if your party won the election, which it was very probably going to do … what was  

the King’s reaction? 

“�°��̧Ê  �°��̧É�»��¦µ���́�¤�¼¨¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́ªnµ�³Å¤n°¥¼nÄ��ÎµÂ®�n��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧�n°Å�  

Â¤oªnµ�oµ®µ�¡¦¦��°��»��³��³Á º̈°��´Ê��È�µ¤ �¹É ��¼�nµ�µ��È���³��³Á º̈°��´Ê��¦·�Ç … Â¨oª 

¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́�¦�¤̧��·�·¦·¥µ°¥nµ�Å¦�oµ�? 

Thaksin: “His Majesty just acknowledged what I told him.” 

“¡¦³°��rÁ¡̧¥��¦�Â­��ªnµ¦́��¦µ�Á¦ºÉ°��̧É�¤�¦µ���́�¤�¼¨Á�nµ�´Ê�” 

Tom: “You told him directly?” 

“�»��¦µ���́�¤�¼¨�n°¡¦³¡�́�¦rÃ�¥�¦�Á¨¥®¦º°?” 

Thaksin: “Yes, I told him myself, in the Palace.” 

“�¦́� �¤�¦µ���́�¤�¼¨Ã�¥�¦�Ä�¡¦³¦µ�ª�́ 

 

Tom: “He just nodded or something? 

“¡¦³°��r�¦��ÎµÁ¡̧¥�Â�n¡¥�́¡¦³¡�́�¦rÁ�nµ�´Ê�®¦º°? 

Thaksin: No, no, he just gave the feeling he heard. It’s His Majesty’s way, you  

know, not to seem so involved. Aloof. Aloof. He receives the information, processes 

it, but no reaction.” 

“Å¤n Å¤n ¡¦³°��rÁ¡̧¥�Â�n�¦��ÎµÄ®o¦¼ o­¹�Å�oªnµÅ�o¥·�Â¨oª Á�È �ª·�̧�°�¡¦³°��r �»�¦¼ oÅ®¤ ¡¦³°��r 
�³�¦��¼Á®¤º°�ªnµ�³Å¤nÁ�̧É¥ª�o°�°³Å¦�oª¥ °¥¼n®nµ�ÇÁ¨¥ ®nµ�ÇÅ�Á¨¥ ¡¦³°��r�¦�¦́��o°¤¼¨Â¨oª 

�nµ��¦³�ª��µ¦¦́�¦¼ o Â�n�ÈÅ¤n¤̧��·�·¦·¥µÄ�ÇÁ¨¥” 
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�́�®µ­Îµ��́°¥nµ�®�¹É ��°�®��́­º° “Conversation with Thaksin” Á n̈¤�̧Ê�È�º°Á¦ºÉ°��̧É�»���́¬·�
� n̈µª¡µ�¡·��¹�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r¤µ��ªnµ�̧É�¦µ��Ä�®��́­º° Â¨oª­nª��̧É��́°°�Å¤n�¨oµ
¡·¤¡rÃ�¥°oµ�ªnµ�¨ª́�³¨³Á¤·���®¤µ¥°µ�µªnµ�oª¥�µ¦®¤·É�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�´Ê� 

�»���́¬·�¡¼�ªnµ°¥nµ�Å¦? 

¤̧�ªµ¤­Îµ��́�¹���µ��°Á�È�Åªo¡·¤¡rÄ��µ¦¡·¤¡r�¦́Ê ��̧É­°�Á¤ºÉ°�¦³Á�«Å�¥¥�Á ·̈���®¤µ¥ 

°µ�µ­nª��̧ÉÁ�̧É¥ª�o°�Á�̧¥ª®¦º°? 

�»���́¬·�¡¼�ªnµ°¥nµ�Å¦? 

®¦º°ªnµ­nª��̧É��́°°�Å��´Ê�¤µ�¦µ���µ�°o°¤Á�È ��ªµ¤Á®È��°� Tom Plate Á­̧¥Á°�Ä��nª��̧É 
¡¥µ¥µ¤�µ¤�ÎµÁ¦ºÉ°�­¤¤»�·�̧ÉÁ�̧É¥ª�o°���́�µ¥ Ban Ki-moon Á¨�µ�·�µ¦°��r�µ¦ 

­®�¦³�µ�µ�· Â¨³Ä��nª�°ºÉ�Ç�̧ÉÁ�È ��o°Á�̧¥�Á�·�ª·Á�¦µ³®r­¦»��°� Tom Plate Á°�  

��́�ª́°¥nµ�: 

(41-42) 

Tom: “ Until Thaksin’s dramatic political arrival; what’s more, caring about the poor had been 

the monopoly of the King of Thailand. It was almost a kind of Buddhist priesthood; the efforts 

from the Palace over the decades to show concern for the poor became a hollowed Thai 

tradition. The efforts did not alleviate poverty but they did ease some of the suffering and 

cement an emotional bond between the King and his people. 

It was as if the political culture of the country delegated to the monarchy the task of making 

the poor seem special. Even as the poor knew they were stuck in poverty, their eternal place in 

the grand scheme of things. 

Thaksin’s approach was radically different. Instead of visiting the poor areas with the gesture 

of (in effect) passing out loaves and fishes to sate hunger temporarily and show royal caring, 

his policy proposed to train poorer Thais to start up their own bread-making and fish-

packaging businesses to develop sustainable enterprises---in a manner of speaking.. These 

efforts wouldn’t make them rich overnight, but they might open the door that let them flee a 

life a lifetime of no-exit poverty.” 
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“�n°�®�oµ�̧É��́¬·��³Á�oµ¤µ­¼n�µ¦Á¤º°�°�́�ºÉ�Á�o�Á¦oµÄ��´Ê� �̧É­Îµ��́¥·É�Å��ªnµ�´Ê��È�º°�µ¦�̧Éªnµ
®�oµ�̧É�¼Â¨����Á�È��µ��¼��µ��°�¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́�°�Å�¥Á�nµ�´Ê� ¦µª��́ªnµÁ�È ��µ��°�
¡¦³­��r�¼ oÂ­ª��»� �ªµ¤¡¥µ¥µ¤�°� n µ¥¡¦³¦µ�ª�́Ä��nª�®¨µ¥­·��̧�̧É�nµ�¤µÄ��µ¦Â­��
�ªµ¤®nª�Ä¥�n°��¥µ����´Ê�Á�È�Á­¤º°�����¦¦¤Á�̧¥¤�¦³Á¡�̧�̧Éªnµ�Á� n̈µ-�¨ª��¨µ�-Å¦oÂ�n�
­µ¦ �ªµ¤¡¥µ¥µ¤�´Ê�®¨µ¥¤·Å�o�nª¥Â�o�́�®µ�ªµ¤¥µ��� �ÎµÅ�oÁ¡̧¥��nª¥�n°��¨µ¥�ªµ¤�»��r
Å��µ�­nª�Â¨³­¦oµ��¼�¡�́Ä��ªµ¤¦¼ o­¹�¦³®ªnµ�¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r��́�¦³�µ���°�¡¦³°��r 
¤�́Á®¤º°���́ªnµª�́��¦¦¤�µ��µ¦Á¤º°��°��¦³Á�«Â�n��µ�Ä®o��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r� ÎµÄ®o�¼ªnµ
����Á�È���� »̈n¤¡·Á«¬ Â¤oªnµ�����³¦¼ oªnµ�³�o°��¤�¨�́°¥¼nÄ��ªµ¤¥µ����n°Å�°¥nµ�¤·¤̧�µ�
® »̈�¡o� ��°¥¼n°¥nµ��´Ê��nµ¤�¨µ�Â���µ�Ã�¦��µ¦Ä®�nÃ��nµ�Ç¤µ�¤µ¥ 

Â�nÂ�ª�µ�Â�o�́�®µÂ���°���́¬·��´Ê�Â���nµ���́°¥nµ�¡ ·̈���́ Â���̧É�³Á�·��µ�Å�Á¥¸É¥¤
¡ºÊ��̧É��¥µ��� Â¨oª�Îµ�̧ (°¥nµ�Á®È�£µ¡��́Á��) ªnµÂ���nµ¥�oµª�¨µ°µ®µ¦Á¡ºÉ°�¨�Á� º̈Ê°��ªµ¤
��Á¡̧¥��´Éª�¦µªÂ¨³Â­��Ä®oÁ®È�ªnµ�¦�¤̧�ªµ¤®nª�Ä¥ ��́¬·��¨�́Á­�°�Ã¥�µ¥ ¹ �°µ�̧¡��
Å�¥�¼ o¥µ���Ä®o¦¼ o��́¦· Á¦·É¤�¦³�°��·��µ¦� ·̈�°µ®µ¦ �Îµ�»¦�·�� ·̈�� ·̈�£�́�r�¨µÄ­n®̧�®n°�¦¦�»
£�́�r Á¡ºÉ°­¦oµ��·��µ¦°�́¥ ´É�¥º� --- ®µ��³� n̈µªÁ�·�Á�¦̧¥�Á�¦¥ --- �ªµ¤¡¥µ¥µ¤�´Ê�®¨µ¥Á® n̈µ�̧Ê
�³Å¤n�ÎµÄ®o�µª�oµ�¦ÎÉ µ¦ª¥�¹Ê�¤µÄ��´Éª�oµ¤�º� Â�n¤�́°µ��³Á�È ��µ¦Á�· ��¦³�¼�¨�� n̈°¥Ä®o��
���nµ�°°�Å��µ��ªµ¤¥µ�����́�µ��̧ÉÅ¦o�µ�°°�¤µ�¨°��̧ª·�Å�o” 

�´Ê�®¤��̧ÉÁ�È ��Îµ¡¼�®¦º°�o°Á�̧¥��°� Tom Plate Á°� �̧ÉÁ�¦̧¥�Á�̧¥�ªnµ��́¬·��Îµ�µ�Å�o�¨�ªnµ
¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Ä�Á¦ºÉ°��µ¦�nª¥���� ªnµ¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́�nª¥�¦³�µ��¡°Á�È�¡·�̧ Å¤n¥ ´É�¥º� �´Ê�Ç�̧É
�o°Á�È��¦·��̧É Tom Plate Å¤n¦¼ oÂ¨³Å¤nÅ�o«¹�¬µ�È�º°�µ��´Ê�®¤��°�¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Â¨³­¤Á�È�¡¦³
¦µ�·�̧Á�È ��µ�­¦oµ�ª·�µ�̧¡Â¨³ª·�̧�̧ª·��̧É¥ ´É�¥º��µ¤Â�ª�µ�Á«¦¬��·�¡°Á¡̧¥� Â¨³�µ��°�
¡¦³°��rÁ�È ��µ��o�Â�� Á�È �Â��°¥nµ���́�¦µ��Ä�«¼�¥r«¹�¬µ�µ¦¡�́�µ�µ¤¡ºÊ��̧É�nµ�Ç �°�
��Ã�¦��µ¦Ä�¡¦³¦µ��Îµ¦·   

¤µ�¤µ¥�´Éª�¦³Á�« Á�È ��µ��̧É�¦³­µ��Îµ�n°Ã�¥®�nª¥¦µ��µ¦¤·Ä�n�µ¦Â�n���́Á�¦̧¥�Á�̧¥���́
�µ��°�¦́��µ¨®¦º°�µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧��́¬·�®¦º°�µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧��°ºÉ�Ä� ­nª��µ��°��»���́¬·��È
�ÎµÅ��µ¤�Ã¥�µ¥�°��»���́¬·� Å¤n­¤�ª¦�̧É�³�ÎµÅ�Á�¦̧¥�Á�̧¥���́�µ��°�¡¦³�µ�­¤Á�È�
¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Â¨³­¤Á�È�¡¦³¦µ�·�̧ ­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r¤·Å�oÂ�n���́��́�µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧��Å�o
Á¡ºÉ°Â¥n��·�¤ª¨��®¦º°Á¦̧¥�¦o°��ªµ¤¦́�Á�È�¡·Á«¬�µ��¦³�µ�� ¦́��µ¨Â¨³¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r
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�nµ��È¤̧®�oµ�̧É� Îµ�µ�Á¡ºÉ°�¦³�µ��¦nª¤��́ ¤·Ä�n�¦��oµ¤��́ �ªµ¤�·��°� Tom Plate - �oµ®µ�
¤·Ä�n�ªµ¤�·��°��»���́¬·� - �¹�Á�È��ªµ¤�·��°��¼ o�µ��µ¦«¹�¬µ�o��ªoµÄ®oÅ�o�ªµ¤�¦·�°¥nµ�
�n°�Â�o �µ¦Á�̧¥�®��́­º°Â­���ªµ¤�·�Á®È��°� Tom Plate �¹���¡¦n°� Å¤n�ª¦Ä®o�ªµ¤Á�ºÉ°�º° 

Áª o�Â�n� Îµ¡¼��°� Tom Plate �³­³�o°��ªµ¤Á®È��°��»���́¬·��̧É¨�¡·¤¡rÅ¤nÅ�o 

Á¦ºÉ°��̧Ê�¹�Á�È ��́�®µÄ®�n�°�®��́­º°Á n̈¤�̧Ê  

 

Á�È ��̧É­�́Á��»ªnµ “Conversations with Thaksin” Å�oÁ�o����µ��°��´Ê�­°�¡¦³°��rÁ�È �¡·Á«¬ 

��́Á�È��¦́Ê �Â¦��̧É�»���́¬·��ÎµÁ¦ºÉ°�­¤Á�È�¡¦³¦µ�·�̧Á�oµ¤µÁ�̧É¥ª�o°�Ä��ªµ¤Á®È�­µ�µ¦�³�°�
�»���́¬·� Å¤n�µ��¦��È�µ�°o°¤ �ÎµÄ®o�o°��´Ê��o°­�́Á��»�oª¥�ªµ¤®nª�Ä¥ªnµ��́ª�́�»���́¬·��³
�oµª n̈ª�Á�oµ¤µª·¡µ�¬rª·�µ¦�r­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r¤µ�¥·É��¹Ê� ¥·É�Å��ªnµ�´Ê��»���́¬·�¥�́� n̈°¥
Ä®o “Conversation with Thaksin” ¥��ª́�»���́¬·�Á°��¹Ê�Å�Á�¦̧¥�Á�̧¥���́¡¦³Á�oµ¥¼n®ª́°̧��oª¥ 
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�»���́¬·�Á�· ��n°�Ä®o Tom Plate �ÎµÁ�n��̧ÊÅ�o°¥nµ�Å¦? 

�´Ê�Ç�̧É�°�ªnµ¤̧�ªµ¤��¦́�£�́�̧ Â�nÁ®�»Å���¹��¨�́Ä®o­¤́£µ¬�r¡µ�¡·�Â¨³��́�ÎµÄ®oÁ�·��nµª­µ¦
­·É�¡·¤¡r�̧É n̈ª�¨³Á¤·�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r¤µ�¥·É��¹Ê� 

��́�¼nÄ®o�¼ªnµ�»���́¬·�Â�n���́��́¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́���»���́¬·�Á�È� n µ¥Å�o�³Â���Îµ 

Á�nµ�´Ê�¥�́Å¤n¡° 

¥�́¤µ��́�¼nÄ®oÁ�È ��µ¦Â�n���́¦³®ªnµ�­¤Á�È�¡¦³¦µ�·�̧ ��́�»�¥·É�¨�́¬�r �·�ª�́¦ �¼ oÁ�È ��o°�­µª
Â¨³Á�È��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧ °̧��oª¥ 

Tom Plate Â­���ªµ¤Á®È�Ä���­»��oµ¥��́�̧Ê : 

(237) 

Tom: “It now looks as if the future of Thailand might be in the hands of the wills and 

directions of two women. 

Consider Queen Sirikit of Thailand. With King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Rama IX of Chakri 

Dynasty, known to be very ill, the influence of Her Royal Highness was believed to be on the 

ascendency. Clearly, Thailand has to sort out the future role of its oft-revered monarchy in this 

age of globalization. Or maybe the real point is: haven’t they already made their decision?” 

“� Áª¨µ�̧Ê�¼Á®¤º°�ªnµ°�µ���°��¦³Á�«Å�¥°¥¼nÄ�¤º°Â®n��ªµ¤¤»n�¤´É��Îµ®���·«�µ��°�­�¦̧
­°��� 

Ä®o�¼­¤Á�È�¡¦³¦µ�·�̧­·¦·�·�·Í Åª o�ÈÂ¨oª��́ Ä�Áª¨µ�̧É¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́£¼¤·¡¨ ¦́��µ¨�̧É 9 Â®n�¦µ�ª�«r
��́¦̧ �¹É �Á�È ��̧É�¦µ���́�´ÉªÅ�ªnµ¡¦³°��r�¦�¡¦³�¦³�ª¦¤µ� °·��·¡¨�°�­¤Á�È�¡¦³¦µ�·�̧�´Ê�
Á¦µÁ�ºÉ°ªnµ�Îµ¨�́Á¡·É¤¡¼�¤µ��¹Ê� �È��́Â�o�°¥¼nÂ¨oªªnµ�¦³Á�«Å�¥�Îµ�o°���́¦³Á�̧¥�¦³��ªnµ�oª¥
���µ�Ä�°�µ���°�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r°�́Á�È��̧ÉÁ�µ¦¡°¥nµ�­¼�Ä®oÁ�oµ¦́�¤º°��́Ã¨�¥»�
Ã¨�µ£·ª�́�rÄ®oÅ�o ®¦º°�¦³Á�È��̧ÉÂ�o�¦·�°µ�Á�È�ªnµ¡ª�Á�µÅ�o��́­·�Ä�Å�Á¦̧¥�¦o°¥Â¨oª?” 

�»���́¬·�¡¼� Â¨oª Tom Plate ��́°°� Â¨oª Tom Plate �Îµ�¨�́Á°µ¤µ¡¼�Á°�Ä®¤n Á�È ��o°¥�Îµ�°�
��Á°� ®¦º°°¥nµ�Å¦ Tom Plate �¼ oÁ�̧¥��¹É �Â­���ªµ¤Å¤n¦¼ oÂ¨³Å¤n­³�o°��µ¦�o��ªoµÁ�̧É¥ª��́�µ�
�°�¡¦³Á�oµ°¥¼n®ª́Á¨¥ �n°��³¤µÁ�̧¥�®��́­º°Á n̈¤�̧Ê  Å¤n�nµÁ�È �Å�Å�o�̧É Tom Plate �³Á�̧¥�°³Å¦
Ã�¥�µ¦Á¡¸¥��´Ê��§¬�̧�·��µ¤Ä��¦³­��rÁ�nµ�´Ê� ®¦º° Tom Plate Å�o¦́�°·��·¡¨Â¨³�o°¤¼¨�̧É�»�
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��́¬·�¡¼�Â�n¨�¡·¤¡rÅ¤nÅ�o  
�̧É�º°�́�®µÄ®�n�°� “Conversations with Thaksin” 

�́�®µÄ®�n �°��»���́¬·� �̧É��́ª�́�µ���́�¤�nª¤�o��ª�̧¼�¤µ��¹Ê�Á¦ºÉ°¥Ç  

�µ��µ¦¡¼�Å¤n¥°¤®¥»�  

Å¤n¥°¤®¥»�¡¼� 

Å¤n®¥»��Îµ�µ¤ 

Å¤n¥ ´Ê�� Îµ�°� 

¡¼�Â��Å¤n¤̧�¦°��Îµ��́Ã�¥�ª́�»���́¬·�Á°� 

®µ��»���́¬·��³®¥»�¡¼�  

®µ��»���́¬·��³��·Á­��̧É�³�°��Îµ�µ¤Ä�Ç�̧ÉÁ�̧É¥ª�o°���́­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r°¥nµ��µª¦ �È
�³�nª¥Ä®oÁ®È��µ¦Â­���ªµ¤��¦́�£�́�̧�n°­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥r�̧É�»���́¬·�°¥µ�Ä®o n µ¥�¦�
�oµ¤Å�oÁ®È�Á�È��ªµ¤�¦·��̧É�¦µ��Å�o�¦·�Ç�oµ� 

Á¤ºÉ°�»���́¬·�¥�́Å¤n¥°¤®¥»�¡¼� Â�¤¥�́¡¼�¤µ�Â¨³ n̈ª�¨ÎÊµ�ÎÊµÁ�·����o°���́°°��µ���­���µ
�̧É¨�¡·¤¡rÅ�Á¡ºÉ°�ªµ¤�¨°�£¥́ �µ¦¡¼��°��»���́¬·��̧ÉÁ°��̧É�ÎµÄ®o�»���́¬·��o°�Á��·�£¥́°�́
Á�·��µ��µ¦�¦³�Îµ�°��ª́Á°� 
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[�°��¸É 5] 

Â¤o�oµ�³Å¤n¤̧Á¦ºÉ°�¡µ�¡·��¹�­�µ��́¡¦³¤®µ�¬�́¦·¥rÁ¨¥ ªnµ��́Á�¡µ³Á¦ºÉ°��µ¦Á¤º°�°ºÉ�Ç�̧É�»�
��́¬·�¡µ�¡·��¹�Ä� “Conversations with Thaksin” �¦³�´Ê��È¥�́­¦oµ��́�®µÂ¨³­¦oµ�«�́¦¼Ä®o�»�
��́¬·�Á¡·É¤�¹Ê�°̧�Å¤n�o°¥ ��́�ª́°¥nµ�Á¦ºÉ°�Á�̧É¥ª��́: 

¡¨ Á°� Á�¦¤ �·�­¼¨µ���r, �¦³�µ�°��r¤��¦̧ 

(145)  

Thaksin: “He’s the most powerful of all the Privy Councillors. He has the clout to tell prime 

ministers, ‘You do this, you do not do this.’ And he can talk to all the army and air force 

commanders and say, ‘You should do that, you should do this.’ Now, during my 

administration, before I was ousted, he, at 80-plus years old, wearing his splendid uniforms, 

goes to visit every military academy and gives lectures. In one of his lectures he used his 

metaphor: think of Thailand’s military establishment as a horse; horses don’t have to listen to 

their jockey. So that was the hint that he told the military, ‘Don’t listen to the prime 

minister.’”  

“�nµ�Á�È��¼ o¤̧° Îµ�µ�¤µ��̧É­»�Ä��¦¦�µ°��r¤��¦̧�´Ê�®¤� �nµ�¤̧�µ¦¤̧�¹���µ�­µ¤µ¦�­´É� 

�µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧�´Ê�®¨µ¥Ä®o “�ÎµÃ�n� °¥nµ�Îµ�̧É” Å�oÁ¨¥ Â¨³�nµ�­µ¤µ¦�­´É��¼ o��́�µ�µ¦�®µ¦�� 

�®µ¦°µ�µ«ªnµ�ª¦ ‘�Îµ°¥nµ��´Ê� �Îµ°¥nµ��̧Ê ’ �°��̧É�¤Á�È�¦́��µ¨ �n°��̧É�¤�³�¼�Ã�n�°Îµ�µ�  

�nµ��È°µ¥» 80 �ªnµÂ¨oª Ä­nÁ�¦ºÉ°�Â���®µ¦°�́���µ¤�°��nµ�°°�Å��¦¦¥µ¥�µ¤­�µ��́ 

�®µ¦�nµ�Ç Ã�¥Ä�o� ÎµÁ�¦̧¥�Á�¦¥ªnµÄ®o�·�ªnµ­�µ��́�®µ¦�´Ê�Á�¦̧¥�Å�o�´É�¤oµ ¤oµÅ¤n�o°�Á�ºÉ°¢́� 

���̧É¤oµ �´É��º°Á�È��µ¦�°�Ä�o�n°Á® n̈µ�®µ¦�´Ê�®¨µ¥¤·Ä®oÁ�ºÉ°¢́��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧” 

 

�µ¦ª·�¥́Â¨³¡�́�µ 
(58) 

Thaksin: “I know we are behind in research. We are strong in a few areas but not many. In 

agriculture, we are good but other than that, we are very, very lagging in science, terrible in 

science --- and technology, we are very weak. So we need a lot more investment on research, 

and on how to improve learning.” 
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�¦́Ê ��̧É�»���́¬·�Ã�n���́Á�oµ­¼nª��µ¦Á¤º°�Ä®¤nÇ �¤Ä��µ�³­ºÉ°¤ª¨��Á�¥�µ¤�»���́¬·�ªnµ “¦ª¥
¤µ�Ç°¥nµ��̧É�»���́¬·�¦ª¥ Á®�»Ä��·��µ¦Ä�� »̈n¤�·��°¦r��°��»���́¬·��¹�Å¤nÄ­nÄ�¨��»�Á¦ºÉ°�
�µ¦ª·�¥́Â¨³¡�́�µ Á�n��¦·¬�́ Samsung (�¤́�»�) �°�Á�µ®¨̧Ä�o?” �»���́¬·��°��¤ªnµ “Å¤nÅ®ª
�¦́��»�­¤Á�̧¥¦�· Á�·�ª·�¥́Â¨¡�́�µ¤�́Â¡�Á�·�Å� Á¦µ�ºÊ°Á��Ã�Ã¨¥Á̧°µ�̧�ªnµ ­nª��µ�ª·�¥́�¤
�³Ä®o�»�ª·�¥́�̧É¤®µª·�¥µ¨¥́�·�ª�́¦�°��¤” ….. ¤µÅ�o¥·��Îµ�°�Â��Ä®¤n�¦µª�̧Ê  �»���́¬·�
Á�¨̧É¥�Å�Ä��µ��̧É�̧�¹Ê� 

°µ¦¤�r 
Tom: Å¤nÅ�o�µ¤ Â�n��́¬·�¡¼�Á°�  

(93) 

Thaksin: “I was so angry then … so full of anger. And in my speed of reaching my anger and 

in showing it to everyone … I was too fast with all that.”… That is my bad quality. My good 

part is being very constructive and creative in my thinking. But when I cannot stand the 

pressure, I’m too easily angered.” 

Tom: “You can get mean, right? 

Thaksin: “Yes, and that is the bad part that grows inside me.” 

�ªµ¤¤´É��´É� � �̧ 2011 

(98) 

1994: $1.6-$2.2 ¡�́¨oµ� �n°�Á�oµ­¼n�µ¦Á¤º°� 

Thaksin: “Because the government robbed me, (now I have) less. 

�°��̧Ê Á® º̈°�ªµ¤¤´É��´É�¨�¨� 

(99) 

Thaksin: “ … I was robbed by the junta through the political court. They ridiculously took 

away US$1.4 billion by confiscating the proportion of each share price that increased while I 

was prime minister, including the interest and dividends earned during my prime- 

ministership.” 

“¡ª���³��·ª�́·¥¹�°Îµ�µ��¨o�Á�·��¤Å�Ã�¥Ä�o«µ¨�µ¦Á¤º°�Á�È�Á�¦ºÉ°�¤º° ¡ª�Á�µÁ°µÅ� °¥nµ�
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®�oµ�oµ�Ç�¹� $1.4 ¡�́¨oµ� Ã�¥�µ¦¥¹�­nª��°�¦µ�µ®» o��̧ÉÁ¡·É¤�¹Ê��°��̧É�¤Á�È��µ¥� ¦́�¤��¦̧ 

¦ª¤�´Ê��°�Á�̧Ê¥Â¨³Á�·��́��¨�nª��̧É�¤Á�È��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧�oª¥ 

 

�µ¦¨°�­�́®µ¦ 4 �¦́Ê � 

(103-110) 

(106-107) 

Thaksin: “...the general who had been assigned to shoot me [3rd attempt in 2006] … later he 

confessed to me, after I was in exile, he confessed to me that he had been assigned to shoot me 

by using a sniper. He was there himself to supervise the sharpshooter, and he knew that my 

podium was bulletproof, so they had to plan to shoot me from behind. And the second time, 

also, in Bangkok, this same general, he planned to put the sniper in the building of the 

Political Science Department of Thammasat University.”…... 

“The general said he had planned to station the sniper in the building, and planned for the 

operation to go down at eight o’clock in the evening.” 

“�µ¥¡¨�®µ¦���̧ÉÅ�o¦́�¤°�®¤µ¥�µ�Ä®o­�́®µ¦�¤ [Ä��ªµ¤¡¥µ¥µ¤�¦́Ê ��̧É 3 �̧ 2549] … 

�°�®¨�́�µ¥¡¨���´Ê�Á�µ¤µ�°­µ¦£µ¡��́�¤ ®¨�́�¤¨̧Ê£¥́°°�Å�Â¨oª Á�µ­µ¦£µ¡ªnµÁ�µ�¼� 

­´É�Ä®oÄ�o¤º°�º ��»n¤¨°�¥·��¤ Á�µ°¥¼n � �̧É�»n¤¥·��»¤¤º°�º ��oª¥�ª́Á°� Á�µ¦¼ oªnµÂ�n�¥º��¦µ«¦́¥�°� 

�¤¤̧Á�¦µ³��́�¦³­»� Á�µ�¹��o°�ªµ�Â��¥·��¤�µ��oµ�®¨�́ �µ¦¨°�­�́®µ¦�¦́Ê ��̧É­°��ÈÁ�n���́  

¨°�¥·��̧É�¦»�Á�¡² �µ¥¡¨��Á�̧¥ª��́�̧Ê�Èªµ�Â��Ä�o¤º°�º �Â°��»n¤¥·��µ�°µ�µ¦��³ ¦́�«µ­�¦r 
¤®µª·�¥µ¨¥́�¦¦¤«µ­�¦r”….. 

“�µ¥¡¨���´Ê��°��¤ªnµªµ�Â��Ä®o¤º°�º ��n°�°¥¼nÄ�°µ�µ¦Â¨³�³�³¨�¤º°¥·��°�­°��»n¤” 

�µ¥¡¨���̧Éªnµ�´Ê� Â�n�°� �º°¡¨Á°�¡´̈ ¨£ �·É �¤�̧ 

 

�µ¤ “¤µÁ¨¥r”  
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�°� “¤»­ ·̈¤” 

(52) 

Tom: “To Thailand’s south, in Malaysia, former PM Mahathir wrote a famous book in 1970 

called The Malay dilemma, and in that book he claims the problem with the Malays is that 

they’re not ambitious. He says they don’t really want to work hard. They enjoy life too much, 

and Malaysia cannot get its country developed properly that way.” 

“Ä�o�µ��¦³Á�«Å�¥¨�Å� �º°�̧É¤µÁ¨Á�̧¥ °�̧��µ¥�¦́�¤��¦̧¤®µÁ�¦rÁ�¥Á�̧¥�®��́­º°�̧ÉÃ�n���́ 

Á n̈¤®�¹É �Ä��̧ 1970 Á¦ºÉ°� ‘The Malay Dilemma’ Ä�®��́­º°Á n̈¤�´Ê��nµ��°�ªnµ�́�®µ�°��� 

¤µÁ¨¥r�È�º°�µ¦�µ��ªµ¤�³Á¥°�³¥µ� Å¤n°¥µ��Îµ�µ�®��́ �°�­�»�Á�·���µ� Á¤ºÉ°�·­¥́Á�È� 

Â���̧Ê��¤µÁ¨¥r�³Å¤n­µ¤µ¦�¡�́�µ�¦³Á�«�°���Å�o” 

(52-53) 

Thaksin: “It’s the same with the Muslims in Thailand’s south. They go only to religious 

schools. They don’t want to go to normal schools. And, secondly, often the husband is very 

lazy. They want to stay all day in tea-houses, drinking tea, and then playing with the cuckoo 

bird, the one that can sing. It is the lady of the house who goes to work the rubber trees.” 

“Many men have no ambition.” 

“¤�́Á®¤º°���́Á¨¥��́��¤»­ ·̈¤Ä�£µ�Ä�o�°�Å�¥ ¡ª��̧Ê�°�Á¦̧¥�Â�n�̧ÉÃ¦�Á¦̧¥�­°�«µ­�µ 
°·­¨µ¤ Å¤n�o°��µ¦Á�oµÃ¦�Á¦̧¥��¦¦¤�µ °¥nµ��̧É­°��º° n µ¥�µ¥�̧ÉÁ�È �­µ¤̧�ÈÁ�̧¥��¦oµ�¤µ�Ç 

�°��̧É�³°¥¼nÄ�¦oµ��ÎÊµ�µ�´Ê�ª�́ Â�¤¥�́Á¨̧Ê¥����»Á®ªnµ ��Â���̧É��́Å�o�´É�Â®¨³ (�»���́¬·��� 

®¤µ¥�¹���Á�µ�¹É �£µ¬µ°�́�§¬Á¦̧¥�ªnµ “dove” Å¤nÄ�n “cuckoo” �̧É®¤µ¥�¹����»Á®ªnµ �»���́¬·�
��Å¤n¦¼ o� Îµ«¡́�r�̧É 
�¼��o°�-­¤Á�̧¥¦�· °n°�ª·¤¨ °�·�µ¥Á¡·É¤Á�·¤)  n µ¥£¦¦¥µ�ÈÁ�È � n µ¥�̧ÉÅ��¦̧�¥µ�” 

“�¼ o�µ¥�Îµ�ª�¤µ�Å¤n¤̧�ªµ¤�³Á¥°�³¥µ�” 

 

Á�È ��Îµª·�µ¦�r�µªÅ�¥¤»­ ·̈¤�̧É�oµ�µ¥�ªµ¤­��Ä��̧ª·��°��»���́¬·�°̧�ªµ¦³®�¹É� �oµ...Á¤ºÉ°...

�»���́¬·��¨�́¤µ�¦³Á�«Å�¥ 

�µ¤Â�� �°�Á® º̈°� 



29�|�P a g e �
�

(131-133) 

Tom: “have you been funding them?… Have you sent them money?” 

“�»�Ä®oÁ�·�­��́­�»�¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Â���oµ�®¦º°Á� n̈µ? … �»�­n�Á�·�Å�Ä®o¡ª�Â���oµ�Å®¤?” 

Thaksin (He sighs): “You know, there is no law prohibiting sending funds to any movement, 

but most of them they get donations from here and there.” 

“(��́¬·��°�®µ¥Ä�): “�»�¦¼ oÅ®¤ªnµÅ¤n¤̧��®¤µ¥®oµ¤Á¦ºÉ°��¦·�µ�Á�·�Ä®o� »̈n¤Á� º̈É°�Å®ª �µ�
�µ¦Á¤º°� Â�nªnµ­nª�Ä®�nÁ�µ�¼oÅ�oÁ�·��¦·�µ��µ��̧É�̧É�oµ��̧ÉÃ�n��oµ�” 

Tom: From where?” 

“�µ��̧ÉÅ®� n̈³?” 

Thaksin: “From here and there … many people support the Reds, you know. Then the Yellow 

Shirts [the anti-Reds, pro-establishment movement], even some member of the elite 

establishment -- old establishment and elite ---make donations … big money, sometimes 

openly. No one criticizes that. But for us, we get donations --- but mostly small donations --- 

but we don’t have to [hire] people to come. They come because they want to fight, but the 

Yellow Shirts --- sometimes they have to pay people, you know, they sometimes pay those 

who come to demonstrate and so on. So they need a lot of money. We don’t need a lot of 

money. We get donations from here and there, and also some friends---some friends, some of 

my relatives, maybe they donate. I don’t know. And I did not do anything because I’m here. 

But maybe if some of my friends would like to support the movement, well yes, they do.” 

“�µ��̧É�̧É�̧ÉÃ�n� … ¤̧®¨µ¥��­��́­�»�¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Â�� ¦¼ oÅ®¤. Â¨oª¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Á® º̈°��´Ê� n̈³ 

[®¤µ¥�¹� 

� »̈n¤�n°�oµ�Á­ºÊ°Â�� �̧É°¥¼n n µ¥�¼ o¤̧° Îµ�µ�] ¤̧¡ª���¦³��́­¼� �¼ o¤̧° Îµ�µ� --- °Îµ�µ�Á�nµ¦³��́�� --- 

�¦·�µ�Ä®o … Ä®oÁ¥°³�oª¥ �µ��̧É�ÈÄ®o��́°¥nµ�Á�· �Á�¥ �̧É°¥nµ��´Ê��ÎµÅ¤Å¤n¤̧Ä�¦ªnµ ¡°Áª¨µ 
¤µ¡¼��¹�Á�·��¦·�µ�Ä®o¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Â�� Á¦µÅ�o¦́��¦·�µ� --- ­nª�Ä®�nÁ�È�Á�·�Å¤n¤µ� --- Â�nÁ¦µ 
Å¤n�o°�Å� [�oµ�] ��¤µ¦nª¤�»¤�»¤ ¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Â��Á�µ�»¤�»¤��́Á¡¦µ³�³¤µ�n°­¼ o Â�n¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Á® º̈°� 

--- �µ��̧Á�µ�o°��nµ¥Á�·��oµ�Ä®o¤µ�»¤��́Á­¤°Ç ¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Á® º̈°��o°��µ¦Ä�oÁ�·�¤µ�Ç ­nª�¡ª� 

Á¦µ�´Ê�Å�o¦́�Á�·��¦·�µ��µ��̧É�̧É�̧ÉÃ�n� Â¨³Å�o�µ�Á¡ºÉ°�Ç�oª¥ --- �µ�¡ª�Á¡ºÉ°�Ç Â¨³¡ª��µ�· 
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¡̧É�o°��°��¤�µ���Á�µ°µ��¦·�µ��oª¥ �¤Å¤n¦¼ o Â¨³�¤Å¤nÅ�o�Îµ°³Å¦Á¨¥Á¡¦µ³�¤°¥¼n�̧É�̧É Â�n 
�µ��̧É�oµÁ¡ºÉ°��¤�µ���°¥µ��³­��́­�»���ª��µ¦Á­ºÊ°Â�� �ÈÄ�n Á�µ���¦·�µ���́” 

Tom: “ But how much money have you sent back, or given to your supporters?” 

“Â�n�ª́�»�® n̈³ �»�­n�Á�·�Å�¤µ��o°¥Á�nµÅ¦ �̧É­n�Å�Ä®o¡ª��¼ o�̧É­��́­�»��»�?” 

Thaksin: I don’t have much money outside Thailand and I still doing some investing. I have 

my family money in Thailand. I never send money back to Thailand for anything.” 

“�¤¤̧Á�·��°��¦³Á�«Å�¥Å¤n¤µ���́ Â¨³¥�́�o°�Ä�oÁ�·�¨��»��µ�°¥nµ�°¥¼n�oµ� �¤¤̧Á�·��°� 

�¦°��¦́ª°¥¼nÄ�Á¤º°�Å�¥ �¤Å¤nÁ�¥­n�Á�·��¨�́Å��¦³Á�«Å�¥Á¡ºÉ°°³Å¦Á¨¥” 

Tom: “But do have ways of getting money out of your accounts in Bangkok to your people?” 

“Â�n�»���¤̧ª·�̧Á°µÁ�·�°°��µ���́�̧Ä��¦»�Á�¡²Ä®o¡ª����°��»�?” 

Thaksin: “Everything that is there---they have been monitoring my family closely--- 

every movement will be monitored.” 

“�»��µ��»�­�µ��r�̧É¤̧°¥¼n�̧ÉÃ�n� --- �¦°��¦́ª�¤�¼�Á o µ�µ¤�¼°¥nµ�Ä�¨o�·�Ã�¥¡ª�Á�µ ---  
�ªµ¤Á� º̈É°�Å®ª�»� ̧�oµª�¼��·��µ¤�¼�¨°� 

Tom: “Right. So what is the answer? Are you funding your Reds or not? 

“�¦́� Â¨oª�Îµ�°�ªnµÅ��¦́�? �»�Ä®oÁ�·�­��́­�»�¡ª�Á­ºÊ°Â���°��»�®¦º°Á� n̈µ?” 

Thaksin: “No.” 

“Á� n̈µ” 

Tom: “You’re not.” 

“Á� n̈µ�¦·�Ç®¦º°?” 

Thaksin: “No.” 

“Á� n̈µ” 

Tom: “Okay, because if it comes out you are, it’s going to be awkward.” 

“Ã°Á�, Á¡¦µ³�oµÁ�·�¡��̧É®¨�́ªnµ�»�­��́­�»� ¤�́�³�¼Å¤n�̧�³�¦́�” 
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Thaksin: “No, no.” 

“Á� n̈µ, Å¤nÅ�oÄ®o” 

Tom: “Alright.” 

“�¦́�” 

Thaksin: “No.” 

“Å¤nÅ�oÄ®o” 

Tom: “I don’t think there is anything wrong with it. I don’t think there is anything morally 

wrong with it. I’m just asking, just trying to find out the truth.” 

“Â�n�¤ªnµ�¹�°¥nµ�Å¦�ÈÅ¤n¤̧°³Å¦�·��³�¦́�®µ��³Ä®oÁ�·�­��́­�»� �¤Å¤n�·�ªnµ¤�́�³�·�
«̧¨�¦¦¤ 

°³Å¦Á¨¥ �̧É�¤�µ¤�ÈÁ¡¦µ³Â�n°¥µ��¦µ��ªµ¤�¦·�Á�nµ�´Ê�Á°�” 

Thaksin: “No, nothing wrong with it.” 

“Å¤n, Å¤n¤̧°³Å¦�·�®¦°��̧É�³�¦·�µ�Á�·�” 

Tom: “Nothing wrong legally, perhaps; but surely it’s no way to run a democratic railroad. 

Right?” 

“Ä��µ���®¤µ¥�È��Å¤n¤̧°³Å¦�·� Â�nªnµÅ¤n�nµ�³Á�È�ª·�̧�̧É�¼��o°�Ä��µ¦­¦oµ��¦³�µ�·�Å�¥  

Å�nÅ®¤�¦́�? 

He nods in agreement. 

�»���́¬·����«̧¦¬³¦́� 

 

Å¤n¤̧��­���µ�nª�Å®��³­�»�Á�nµ��́�nª��̧Ê Á¨¥ �»���́¬·�Å¤n�°�Á­̧¥¥µª ��¦¼ o� Îµ�°��̧ÉÅ¤n 
¥°¤�°�Ä��̧É­»� Á�È ��Îµ�°��̧É�¤¦¼ o�̧°¥¼nÂ¨oªÁ�È�­nª��ª́ Á�ºÉ°ªnµ��Å�¥­nª�Ä®�n�È¦¼ o� Îµ�°�Á�n� 

��́ … �̧É�º°�ª́���̧ÉÂ�o�¦·��°� ¡�́�Îµ¦ª�Ã� �¦.��́¬·� �·�ª�́¦ 

 

�»���́¬·��È�¼��µ¤Ä®o�¦³Á¤·��ªµ¤¦¼ o­¹��´Ê�®¤��n°�̧ª·�Â¨³�µ¦�¦³�Îµ�̧É�nµ�¤µ: 
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(38) 

Tom: “Do you have any regret? 

“�»�¦¼ o­¹�Á­̧¥Ä��oµ�Å®¤?” 

Thaksin: “Yes, … but the truth is I would do it again. If I could do it all again  

Tomorrow I would. They could kick me out again, and I’d fight back and I’d go back  

home. And if they do that again, I will fight it, and I will be back.” 

“�¦́��¤¦¼ o­¹�Á­̧¥Ä�, … Â�n�ªµ¤�¦·��È�º°ªnµ �¤�³�ÎµÂ��Á�·¤°̧� �oµ�¤­µ¤µ¦��ÎµÄ®¤nÅ�o �¤ 

�È�³�Îµ°¥nµ�Á�·¤�´Ê�®¤� �oµ¡¦»n��̧Ê� ÎµÅ�o�¤�È�³�Îµ¡¦»n��̧Ê Á¨¥ ¡ª�Á�µ­µ¤µ¦�Á�³Ã�n��¤°°� 

�°��¦³Á�«Å�Å�o°̧� Â¨oª�¤�È�³�°�Ã�o­¼ o�¨�́ Ä®o�¤Å�o�¨�́�oµ�°̧� Â¨³�oµ¡ª�Á�µ�Îµ��́�¤ 

°̧� �¤�È�³­¼ o��́¤�́°̧� Â¨³�¤�³�¨�́¤µ” 

 

Á�È ��µ¦¥º�¥�́¦́��¦³��́�́�Á��Ã�¥�¦��µ��µ��»���́¬·�ªnµ �»���́¬·��³Å¤n­Îµ�¹��·�°³Å¦
�´Ê�­o·� ®µ��¨�́¤µ�¦³Á�«Å�¥°�̧�È�³�ÎµÂ��Á�·¤°�̧ Å¤nÁ�¨¸É¥�Â�¨� �oµ�¼���́�ªµ�°�̧ �È�³­¼o Å¤n
�°¥ �¼��¨�́��́Ä®o°°�Å��°��¦³Á�«°�̧ �È�³­¼o°�̧ �³�¨�́¤µ�Îµ°¥nµ�Á�·¤Â�n�°�! 

�nµ�µ��³Å¤n�¦°��°���́Ä�¦Â�n! 

[���¦·�¼¦�r] 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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