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'Sic utere tuo ut alienum non laedas' legal Maxim

Use what is yours in a way that you don't harm what is another's is the English
equivalent of 'Sic utere tuo ut alienum non laedas'. In the word by word translation, the
adverb 'sic' means 'in this way, so, thus'. The verb 'utere' is the imperative of 'utor', and
means 'make use of, use'. The singular possessive pronoun 'tuo' means 'your, yours'. The
adverb 'ut' means 'as, as being, how'. The adjective 'alienum' means 'that which belongs to
someone else'. The adverb 'non' means 'not'. The verb 'laedas’ is the second person

singular in the present subjunctive of 'laedere', and means 'you damage, you hurt'.
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1t is an elementary principle of international law that a State is entitled to protect its subjects, when
injured by acts contrary to international law committed by another State, fromwhom they have been
unable to obtain satisfaction through the ordinary channels. By taking up the case of one of its
subjects and by resorting to diplomatic action or international judicial proceedings on his behalf, a
State is in reality asserting its own rights - its right to ensure, in the person of its subjects, respect for

the rules of international law.
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